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NEW YEARôS MESSAGE 
THE CONSUL GENERAL OF JAMAICA - MIAMI  

 

Fellow Jamaicans and Friends of Jamaica, as the year 

2010 comes to a close, we look forward in the 

expectation of opportunities for renewal and progress.  

We must take cognizance of our blessings as a people 

and country who continue with fortitude to build a 

great nation comprised of Jamaicans at home and 

abroad. We remain all mindful of our respective roles 

and responsibilities while we reflect on the past and 

place our hope in the future.   

 

Throughout the past year, your Consulate General has 

made every effort in its essential task of  protecting in 

the jurisdiction of Florida, the Southern USA, the 

Cayman Islands and the Commonwealth of the 

Bahamas, the interests of our nationals, both 

individuals and bodies corporate, within the limits 

permitted by international law.  Equally we have been 

engaged in furthering the development of commercial, 

economic, cultural and scientific relations in the 

interest of Jamaica.  We have not done this alone.  We 

have called upon and received much assistance from 

the coalition of Jamaican Alumni and individual 

groups, the Diaspora Community leadership and 

organizations, the officials of city, county and State 

with whom we have interacted.  Indeed, we have 

called upon, and have been the recipient of a 

continuous flow of goodwill.  We remain grateful for 

your support. 

 

We know that this goodwill is based upon one 

common factor - great love for Jamaica. Additionally, 

due regard has been paid to the efforts being made by 

the Government of Jamaica, the Jamaican people and 

friends of Jamaica united to ensure that we recover 

from every adversity strengthened to continue the 

forward momentum.  That is not to say that the 

challenges have not been stringent, that we have not 

stumbled or made false steps.  But, we have also 

demonstrated the will to use our challenges as 

opportunities for learning and have forged new 

partnerships in bilateral, multilateral and local areas 

that will enable us to pay much needed attention to 

social, economic and political reforms - indicators 

that will measure progress towards the achievement of 

ñVision 2030ò and Jamaica as an advanced State and 

the Mecca of choice for her people. 

 

There is considerable work to be done but we are not 

short of talent, creativity and the zeal required build a 

progressive society.  Our mantra therefore for 2011 

and beyond is onwards to make our goals a reality for 

personal development, community development and 

national development to the benefit of ñJamaica, Land 

we loveò.  

 

May your Christmas and New Year be filled with love 

and joy. 

 

Sandra Grant Griffiths, JP 

Consul General of Jamaica-Miami 
 

INAUGURAL WALKATHON OF JAMAICAN 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS IN FLORIDA 

 
The Consul General, the Hon. Sandra Grant- 

Griffiths and the Mayor of Lauderdale Lakes, 

Barrington Russell cut the ribbon at the start of the 

Jamaican Alumni Associations Inaugural Walkathon 

on December 4, 2010 at the Vincent Torres Park in 

Lauderdale Lakes       (More on Pages 2-10) 



 

 

 
Coalition Monthly ð December 2010                             2  

 

Inaugural Walkathon of Jamaican Alumni Associations in Florida 
 

 

 
Walkers from more than twenty Jamaican Alumni Associations in South Florida begin the 5K walk. The 
walkathon, organized by the Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Associations of Florida (CJAAF, the umbrella 
association) to raise funds for individual projects of the alumni associations, and to assist communities in Florida 
that are in need, provided the different associations a chance to meet in a large group setting and to 
communicate informally with each other. From about 8:30 AM until 9:30 AM, members of various alumni 
associations walked and had fun.  

The motto of the Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Associations ƛǎ ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǘǘŜǊǎέΣ and later this month the 
Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Associations on behalf of the Jamaican Alumni Associations registered in Florida, 
will be making a presentation of US$500 to the City of Lauderdale Lakes to assist one school in the area with its 
curriculum. 
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They came from everywhere: UWI alumni Association, Clarendon College Alumni Association, Mount Alvernia 
Alumni Association, Montego Bay Alumni Associattion, Manchester High Alumni Association, and St. Mary High 
School Alumni Association. 

 

 
 

YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ !ƭǳƳƴƛ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ !ƭǇƘŀ !ƭǳƳƴƛ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ hƭŘ .ƻȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  
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St. Jajo Alumni Association,  Westwood Alumni Association, and Ardenne Alumni Association walked together. 
 

 
 

{ǘΦ IǳƎƘΩǎ !ƭǳƳƴŀŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ !ƭǳƳƴƛ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ aŀǊŎƛŀΩǎ /ŀŦŞ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƭƳŜǊΩǎ !ƭǳƳƴƛ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΦ 

 

 

Some were having 
too much fun they 

were hoping it 

would not end!!! 
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And there were some profilers from Meadowbrook, Alpha, Ardenne, Ferncourt, UWI, St. Catherine, and Mount 

Alvernia Alumni Associations; and others from KC and Manchester High Alumni Associations! 
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The Consul General, the Mayor of Lauderdale Lakes, and Cheryl Wynter from JIS would not be outdone!!! 

 

 
 

Immaculate Alumni Association, Calabar Alumni Association, St. Jago Alumni Association and even a walker from 
ά/ŀƴŀŘŀέ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ 


