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Remembering Prof. the Hon. Rex Nettleford, OM 
 

The entire University of the West Indies community is devastated by the loss of 
the colossal Caribbean cultural icon, Professor the Honourable Rex Nettleford. 
In a tribute to Professor Nettleford, Celia Davidson Francis, Director of Alumni 
Relations in the Office of the Vice Chancellor at the University of the West 
Indies, Mona Campus issued the following statement. 

 
Save for the three years he spent as a Rhodes Scholar at Oriel College, Oxford, 
Rex Nettleford has lived his entire adult life at and for The University of the 
West Indies. This life-long association with UWI began in 1953 when he 
entered the then University College of the West Indies to read for a degree in 

History. He returned immediately after completing the MPhil in Political Science at Oxford and, at the 
prompting of UWI Founding Father, Sir Philip Sherlock, took up the challenge of widening the reach of 
the still fledgling institution through the Department of Extra-Mural Studies, which took him to Trinidad 
and Guyana as Staff Tutor for the Eastern Caribbean.         
                        
Professor Nettleford’s life has been seamlessly intertwined with that of the University of the West 
Indies.  At every stage in the growth and development of the institution his quiet, self-effacing 
leadership could be discerned. He served in this way five Vice Chancellors – Sir Arthur Lewis; his 
mentor, Sir Philip Sherlock; Sir Roy Marshall, Mr A.Z. Preston and Sir Alister McIntyre – until he 
himself took up the mantle in 1998. Even after his official ‘retirement’ in 2004 Professor Nettleford 
continued to serve in the capacity of Vice-Chancellor Emeritus, Professor of Cultural Studies and 
unofficial advisor to current Vice-Chancellor, Professor E. Nigel Harris. 
 
His intellectual gifts and wise counsel have been generously shared with many heads of Government, 
not only in Jamaica, but throughout the Caribbean and beyond. Professor Nettleford has been consulted 
by just about every Government in the Caribbean region (including the non-English speaking countries) 
and has served in an advisory capacity to several international organisations, including CARICOM, the 
Organisation of American States, UNESCO, the ILO, the World Bank and the International 
Development Research Council (IDRC) of which he is a founding director. His gift of erudition, 
combined with his inability to decline appeals for contributions of his talent in this area, resulted in his 
maintenance of a speaking schedule that would daunt normal mortals.  

 
Although Rex Nettleford is perhaps best known for his genius as a dancer and choreographer – he was 
co-founder and Artistic Director of the acclaimed National Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica – it is as 
an intellectual and academic leader that the University has known him. He has been conferred with 
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numerous academic honours from many universities and received from the Government of Jamaica the 
highest national award which a civilian can earn – The Order of Merit. He is recipient of the Order of 
the Caribbean Community (OCC); the Gold Musgrave Medal from the Institute of Jamaica, of which he 
was also named Honorary Fellow; The Chancellor’s Medal (UWI); the UWI Alumni Pelican Award; 
The Living Legend Award from the Black Arts Festival in Atlanta, USA and The Zora Neal 
Hurston/Paul Robeson Award from the National Council for Black Studies, among many others. 
  
The Rhodes Trust, in celebration of its Centenary in 2004, established the Rex Nettleford Prize in 
Cultural Studies, tenable at The University of the West Indies – a fitting and lasting accolade which will 
ensure that his name and work will live on in perpetuity. Rex Nettleford’s life and career were indeed 
inseparable from the University of the West Indies and he will never, never be forgotten. 
 
Margaret Barrett, President of the Florida Chapter of the University of the West Indies Alumni 
Association, Florida Chapter, also paid tribute to Professor Nettleford. Ms. Barrett commented that “Rex 
Nettleford is more than a cultural icon and legend of Jamaica, but of the Caribbean and Africa. Through 
his involvement in the theatre, he has helped to increase the understanding and knowledge of the African 
and Caribbean traditions”.  Ms. Barrett also noted that Professor Nettleford’s scholarly activities have 
helped to shape minds all across the world and that his influence in academia will live forever. 

 

Other “Tidbits” from Florida’s Alumni Community…….. 
. 

Dinthill Technical High School Alumni Association Florida Chapter's 
2010 Spring Gala 

 
• Friday, March 5, 2010  to Sunday, March 7, 2010 (Three day schedule of events)  

 Friday - Meet & Greet, 
 Saturday - Gala - Doors open @ 7:30pm - Hors d'oeuvres (mingle), Dinner served 9-

10:30pm 
 Sunday Picnic - Tree Tops Park in Davie - 12pm 'till dusk   

 
• Location - Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
• Contribution - Gala Only - $70.00 (Cash Bar will be available) 
• For additional info please send us an email –  

o dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com  
or contact a Florida Chapter Committee Member.  

o Gala Feature - Recognition of 40th Anniversary - Batch of 1970 
o Raffle - Drawing on Sunday, March 7, 2009 

• Prizes - To be announced 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  Titchfield - Portie Dance and Family Fun Day, May 29 & 30, 2010, 
venue TBD. 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  4th Biennial Jamaican Diaspora Conference will take place on June 14-16, 
2010.  Details of this conference will be announced soon.  
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True Blues – Ziadie Cup Weekend Events 

April 16 - 18, 2010 
 

Hosted by  
 

St. Andrew Old Girls' Association – Florida, Inc. 
Convent of Mercy Academy “Alpha”, South Florida 
Jamaican College Old Boy Assoc. of Florida, Inc 

St. George's College Old Boys Assoc. of Florida, Inc 
 

April 16 
True Blues after Work Party/Mixer 

I.T. Parker Center (On the Intracoastal Waterway) 
901 NE 3rd St, Dania Beach, FL 33004 

Time: 6:00 pm to 2:00 am 
Phone: 954-924-3698 

 
April 17 

Ziadie Cup - True Blues Soccer Match - Silver Shores Park 
15700 Pembroke Road 

(southeast corner of Dykes Road and Pembroke Road) 
Miramar , Florida 33029 
Start Time: 12:00 Noon 

(After party at Alpha Spring Fling Dinner/Dance) 
 

April 18  
True Blues Church Service - Church of the Holy Family,  

18501 NW Seventh Avenue, Miami Gardens, FL 33169  
Phone: (305) 652-6797  

 

Save the date!!!!!  More information to come!!!! 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAMAICA 
 

FOURTH ANNUAL 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 
CEREMONY and TEA PARTY 

 
Sunday, 18th April 2010 

 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
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UNIV. OF THE WEST INDIES ALUMNI ASSOC 
FLORIDA CHAPTER 

 DINNER & DANCE 
 
 

Saturday, May 22, 2010  
7:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

 
 

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 
Sawgrass Mills 

13400 West Sunrise Boulevard 
Sunrise, FL 33323 

 
 

For more information call 
Margaret Barrett (954) 485-0444 

Rupert Rhodd (954) 242-2529 
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Ardenne High School Class 66 -73  
ANNUAL REUNION CRUISE 

BYOP (BRING YOUR OWN POSSE) 

 
JULY 9 – 12, 2010 

FRIDAY - MONDAY 

 
Call  

1-866-721-3225 and speak to any agent (GROUP 
#78K2Z1)  

or  
Robert Powell's # 803-600-4517 

 
DEPOSIT $100.00 PER PERSON PER CABIN (fully refunded) 

Need to be done by 2/20/10 or price will be regular  
We have 30 cabins reserved so far 

 

BALANCE DUE 5/20/10 
You can go to Carnival.com and chose another cabin BUT please use the group 

number 78K2Z1 
 

SHIP 
CARNIVAL IMAGINATION  

MAILING ADDRESS:  
Carnival Cruise Line  

MSRV 406n 
P.O. Box 526170 

Miami, FL 33152-6170 
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Information for Alumni Associations in South Florida 

 
1. Convent of Mercy Academy “ALPHA”    

Pat Lee     (President)  (305) 389-8605 
alphaflchapter@aol.com; frstflit19@gmail.com 
 

2. Ardenne Alumni Organization of Florida    
 Judith Lawson-Keane   (President)  (954) 483-0833 

Jkeane208@aol.com 
 
3. Calabar High School Alumni (Florida Chapter), Inc    

Michael Schloss   (President)  (754) 422-3307 
sylquee@yahoo.com; www.cbarfla.org 
 

4. Camperdown High School Past Students’ Association , Florida Chapter   
Michelle ChueSang Cooper   (President)  (954) 802-6590

 cdownpaststudent@yahoo.com; mchuesang@aol.com 
www.camperdownfl.org 

 
5. Campion College Alumni Association 

Toni Brice    (President)  (954) 804-4068 
bricetoni@yahoo.com; www.campionflorida.com   

 
6. CAST/UTECH Alumni Association – Florida Chapter 

Dr. Marilyn Morrison-Padilla  (President)  (954) 578-5858
 mluem@yahoo.com; dr@morrisonsrx.com 
 
7. Clarendon College Alumni Association    

Bethany Powell    (President)  (786) 262-3404
 Bethpow06@aol.com 
 
8. Cornwall College Alumni Association of South Florida, Inc.   

Lance Gibbs    (President)  (754) 368-5532
 president@ccalumni-florida.com; http://www.ccalumni-florida.com 

 
9. DeCarteret College Alumni Assoc. of Florida, Inc  

Godfrey Comrie   (President)  (305) 305-8108 
G_Comrie@yahoo.com;  
 

10. Dinthill Technical High School Alumni Association  
Barry Nugent  (President)    (954) 552-6331

 Dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com; http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/ 
 

11. Excelsior Alumni Association of Florida    
Corneld Lindo    (President)  (954) 309-4405 
Jahar4m@aol.com 

 
12. Garvey Maceo Alumni Association     

Claudette Salesman   (President)  (954) 647-4724 
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13. Glenmuir Alumni Association of South Florida    
Fitzroy Benjamin   (President)  (305) 588-0521

 fitzroy_atc@yahoo.com 
http://www.glenmuiralumni.com/ghs-associations/south-florida.html 
 

14. Green Island High Alumni Association of North America 
Dalvin Williams   (President)   (305) 431-1955 
gihana@greenislandalumni.com; www.greenislandalumni.com 
 

15. Holmwood Technical High School Alumni Association 
Hamlin Dalrio    (President)  (954) 484-9600 
Kenrio69@aol.com  

 
16. Immaculate Conception High School Alumnae Association    

Jennifer Hoyes    (President)  (561) 400-3400 
ICHSflalum@aol.com; www.ICHSalumnae.net 

 
17. Jamaica College Old Boys Association of Florida    

Ray Stephenson    (President)  (305) 505-3008 
Regs75@bellsouth.net, www.jcobafl.org     

 
18. Kingston College Old Boys Association 

fortis_florida@bellsouth.net; www.kcobafl.org   (954) 587-5257 
 

19. Knox South Florida Past Students       
Jean Clarage-Slosberg    (President)  
jslosberg@comcast.net; knoxmail@comcast.net 

 
20. Manchester Alumni Association, Florida Chapter  (786-260-3411)  

Janet Plummer-Brown  (President)  
manchesterhighschool@gmail.com 
 

21. Meadowbrook High School Alumni Association 
Paul McPherson   (President)  (954) 383-0321 
info@mhsalumniassoc.org; www.mhsalumniassoc.org 
 

22. MICO Alumni Association of South Florida   
Errol A. Evans    (President)  (954) 804-7200 
eevans5686@aol.com; www.miconians.com 

 
23. Montego Bay High School Alumnae Association, South Florida 

Karen Morris    (President)  (561) 714-3441 
kam52004@bellsouth.net; www.mobayhighfl.com 

 
24. Mount Alvernia High School Alumnae Association 

Andrea Smellie-McIntosh  (President)    (954) 242-4830 
mahssf06@yahoo.com; www.mahsafl.com 
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25. Munro-Hampton Alumni Association     
L. Ashley Coke    (President)  (954) 423-3961 
lerac@bellsouth.net  
 

26. Northern Caribbean University Alumni Association (Central Florida Chapter) 
Vilma Campbell   (President) 
vdc@cfl.rr.com; http://www.ncucentralflorida.com 
 

27. Queen’s High School Alumni Association    
Natalie Chung     (President)  (954) 471-4744 
qhsalumni_fl@hotmail.com; www.qhsafl.org 

     
28. Sam Sharpe Teachers’ College 

Max Beckford    (President)  (954 478-9475 
Becksoma@yahoo.com    
 

29. St. Andrew High Old Girls Association 
Deirdre Benka-Coker    (President)  (954) 805-6796 
BENKACOKER@aol.com; www.sahsflorida.org 
 

30. St. Andrew Technical High Alumni Association 
David Jemison       (305) 687-1677

 dpjamie@comcast.net  
 
31. St. Catherine High School Alumni Association (SE Chapter) 

Monica Harvey-Palmer        (President)      (954) 655-1419 
stcatherinehigh@yahoo.com 
 

32. St. Elizabeth Technical High School Alumni Association 
Dawn Bramwell   (President)  (941) 815-7223 
Dawnbramwell@bellsouth.net 

 
33. St. George's College Old Boys Association of Florida  

Dennis Barnett       (954) 347-1092 
dbsquare_2000@yahoo.com; www.stgcfl.com 

 
34. St. Hilda’s High School Alumni Association 

Claudette Nelson   (President)  (754) 422-0090 
Claudnelson2@yahoo.vom 
  

35. St. Hugh’s Alumnae Association of South Florida  
Karen Lee Murphy   (President)  (954) 536-0016 
st_hughs_alumnae_association@yahoo.com  

 
36. St. Jago High School Alumni Association 

Garnett Walker    (President)  (305) 766-6213 
garnettwalker@yahoo.com 
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37. The Alumni Association of Titchfield High School 
Edith Walsh-March   (President)  (954) 240-3296 
taa@titchfieldhigh.com; http://www.titchfieldhigh.com 
 

38. Trench Town Comprehensive High School Alumni Association 
Rev. Dennis Grant      (954) 249-5073 
Grantmin@aol.com 
 

39. UWI Alumni Association of Florida 
Margaret Barrett   (President)   (954) 485-0444 
Margaret@jnbs.com 
 

40. Vere Technical Alumni Association 
Carlton Robinson   (President)  (561) 793-8108 

 carobinson@vere-tech.com 
 

41. William Knibb Memorial High School Alumni Association 
Charmaine Shettleworth   (President)  (561) 396-0447 
Knibb.william@gmail.com; http://www.williamknibbalumni.com 

 
42. Wolmer’s Alumni Association    

Kidson Barnes    (President)  (954) 742-0550 
kidson@ayninsurance.com; http://www.wolmersouthfla.org  
 
 

 
To advertise your events in the newsletter or to correct 

information about your association, please contact the editors   
 

   Rupert Rhodd (rqecon@hotmail.com) 
& 

 Sandra Schrouder (sansch33@yahoo.com) 
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