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South Florida Annual JIS 
Independence Essay Competition 

Winners 

Two  South  Florida  students  have  come  out  on 
top  in  the  annual  Jamaica  Independence  Essay 
Competition  in  Florid a.  They  are  14  year‐old, 
Diamond  Cunningham,  a  student  at  Pembroke 
Pines  Charter  High  School;  and  nine  year  old 
Deianeira  Hoffenden,  who  attends  St. 
Bartholomew Catholic School, both residents of 
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South Florida. 

The winners were  selected  from  a  group  of  25 
entries,  each detailing  their  experiences  from a 
wide range of  topics relating to  the history and 
culture of Jamaica, and its Diaspora. The annual 
Independence Essay competition was organised 
by  the  Jamaica  Information  Service  (JIS)  in 
Miami,  and  was  part  of  the  annual  festivities 
celebrating Jamaica's Independence in Florida. 

Both  winners  will  be  awarded  a  plaque  from 
Jamaica's  Consul  General,  Mrs.  Sandra  Grant 
Griffiths  and  also  a  gift  certificate  from  the 
Partners  for  Youth  Foundation,  Incorporated,  a 
non‐profit  association  committed  to  the 
advancement of youth  in  the Diaspora,  through 
its  involvement  in  programs  in  education  and 
the arts. The annual competition is open to first, 
second  and  third  generation  Jamaican  students 
residing in Florida, and received responses from 
a large number of students.  

Deianeira,  now  a  fifth  grade  student,  creatively 
described  the  significance  of  Jamaica's  six 
national  symbols,  earning  her  first  place  in  the 
nine to 12 year old category. She enjoys reading, 
travelling  and  learning  about  other  cultures. 
This she said augured well for her entry. "I was  

excited to write the essay because of my recent 
visit  to  Jamaica  earlier  this  year  and  the 
wonderful  experience  I  had,"  she  added.             
(Cont’d on Page 2)  

September 2010 Calendar

Friday, September 3 
St. George’s Old Boys Association 

Dinner/Dance 
 

Saturday September 4  
Clarendon College Alumni 

Association Ball 
 

Saturday, September 11 
St. Elizabeth Technical High School 

Banquet 
 

September 12 ­ 18 
Cornwall College Alumni 
Association Homecoming in 

Jamaica 
 

Saturday, September 18 
All Alumni Association Meeting 

 

Saturday September 25 
Glenmuir Alumni Association  

Dinner & Dance 
 
 

More information on the events listed 
about are found inside the newsletter 

http://www.jaasf.info/
http://www.jaasf.info/
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Meanwhile,  in  her  essay,  Diamond  penned  an 
endearing story of a known Jamaican individual 
who  had  made  an  outstanding  contribution  to 
the  local  community.  Her  grandmother, 
Grandma Valrie, aptly fit that role as the person 
who  had  influenced  her  life  and  that  of  the 
wider community. 

Diamond actively participates in youth activities 
at her  church,  the Pines Seventh Day Adventist 
Church,  and  also  at  her  school  where  she  is  a 
student  leader  and  former  secretary  of  the 
Future Educators Association. 

Expressing  pride  in  her  entry,  the  14  year  old 
spoke  of  the  unconditional  love  and  affection 
she  had  received  from  her  siblings, 
grandmother, and community. 

Inside This Issue 
 
 

Page  1:  South  Florida  Annual  JIS 
Independence  Essay  Competition 
Winners 

Page  3:  All  Secondary  Students  to 
Benefit  from Textbooks Covering 33 
Subjects 
 
Page  2:  South  Florida  Annual 
Jamaica  High  School  Alumni  Soccer 
and Netball Tournament 
 

MIAMI (JIS), Wednesday, September 01, 2010 
 
 
 

South Florida Annual Jamaica High 
School Alumni Soccer and Netball 

Tournament 

 
September  5  &  6,  2010  Labor  Day 
Weekend: South  Florida  2nd Annual  Jamaica 
High  School Alumni  Soccer  and  Netball 
Tournament 
 
Soccer:  
JC  *  Herbert  Morrison  *  Garvey  Maceo  
Mannings  *  Meadowbrook  *  Trench  Town 
STETHS  *  Wolmers  *  Camperdown  *  Rusea’s 
Cornwall College * Manchester High * Ocho Rios  
High  *  Excelsor  *  Calabar  *  Kingston  College 
 
Netball:  
eadowbrook * Ardenne * Dunoon * Mona High M

* Queens * Vere Tech* Frome Tech 
 
Each  Jamaican  High  School  Alumni  is  formally 
invited  to  participate  in  our  exciting  annual 
tournament.  The  first  South  Florida  event  was 

held  Labor  Day  weekend,  Sunday  and  Monday 
September  6th  &  7th  2009.    A  grand  cash 
prize is presented to the winning team as well as 
a donation presented  to  the winning schools  in 
Jamaica.  
 
Last  year  seventeen  teams  competed  in  the 
occer  and  netball  tournaments  with  Rusea’s 

d p . 
s
High an  Ardenne emerging as cham ions
 
nline  registration  is available on  the  Team O

Registration page. 
 
or  More  information  call:  786­370­7597  or 
mail us 
F
e rocodeer@caribunitedfc.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:+rocodeer@caribunitedfc.com
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  Dinthill Technical High School Alumni Association 
 

Barry Nugent (President), (954) 552-6331 
Bruce Palmer (VP), 954-240-6448 

Patrick L. Dixon (Treasurer), 954-673-4878 
Deaverlyn Bailey-Brown, (Secretary), 305-298-8872 

 
Dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com; 

http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/ 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
September 18, 2010 

 
GAMES NIGHT!!! 

October 9, 2010 
 

Call any of the executive members above for more information or write to the 
association using the email address listed above 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
 

ALL ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS MEETING  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2010, 11:00 AM 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY (DAVIE) 

 

• WALKATHON!! 
• JOINT FUNDRAISING EVENTS!!  

• ALL ALUMNI RAFFLE!! 
• ALL ALUMNI CELEBRATION!! 

• COALITION OF JAMAICAN ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS!! 

http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/
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All Secondary Students to Benefit from Textbooks 
Covering 33 Subjects 

All students attending secondary level institutions will benefit from textbooks covering 33 subjects 
for the new 2010/2011 academic year, which are being sourced at a cost of $637 million, with the 
exception of literature books. This was disclosed by Assistant Chief Education Officer, Media 
Services Unit at the Ministry of Education (MOE), Dr. Olive Maragh, during a JIS 'Think Tank' on 
August 25. 

"The MOE is providing textbooks to secondary institutions through the National Rental/Loan 
Scheme. The scheme provides textbooks in the major subject areas for all students in Grades 7-9 of 
Primary and Junior High and All Age Schools; all students in Grades 7-11 in Upgraded and 
Traditional High Schools; all students in Grades 7-11 in Technical and Vocational High Schools; 
all students in Grades 7-11 of Agricultural High Schools, Independent Schools and some non-profit 
organizations," Dr. Maragh explained. She pointed out that the Ministry does not provide literature 
textbooks or textbooks for sixth form and college/tertiary level students. For the 2010-2011school 
year, textbooks will be provided in areas, such as languages, mathematics and sciences, arts and 
humanities, business education, industrial education and home economics education. Dr. Maragh 
informed that the books will be provided by suppliers, such as Carlong Publishers, Kingston 
Bookshop, Meto Corporation, Book Wizard and Sangster's Book Stores Limited.  

While these textbooks will not be delivered to schools at the usual time in September, due to a 
textbook audit that was conducted earlier this year, the MOE is recommending that the current 
stocks of textbooks being held in schools be used until deliveries are made during the first term of 
school. In the meantime, the Assistant Chief Education Officer pointed out that textbooks and 
workbooks are also being procured for primary schools. 

"The textbooks and workbooks being bought are those that are aligned to the Revised Primary 
Curriculum and are of the highest quality based on the MOE's textbook review process," Dr. 
Maragh noted, while pointing out that stocks of several books are now being distributed. "For the 
2010/2011 school year, the MOE is procuring Students' Books and Workbooks for Integrated 
Studies for grades 1-3 and workbooks for mathematics for Grades 1-3. Top up quantities are being 
bought for the Term 1, Grades 1-3 Students' Books and workbooks, as some stocks were procured 
and stored from last year. These stocks, which were in storage, are now being distributed to 543 
primary, 163 all-age and 87primary and junior high schools," she added. 

Dr. Maragh said that full quantities are being bought for the Terms 2 and 3 Grades 1-3 students' 
workbooks, as these books are considered consumables and are required to be replaced yearly. 
These workbooks are being procured from Macmillan Publishers at a cost of more than $117 
million. 

Full quantities are also being procured for the Grades 1-3 Mathematics Workbooks, as these are also 
consumables and have to be replaced yearly. These workbooks are being bought from Pearson 
Education at a cost of just under $30 million dollars. 
 

Kingston (JIS): Thursday, August 26, 2010 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL   
 

Ken KB Brown (954) 868-6302    Baldwin Francis (954) 610-9143 
Joan Harris (954) 601-7181    Monia Kaye (954) 798-3548 

Marrion Mills-Edward (954) 579-1676  Bethany Jones Powell (786) 262-3404 
Ileen Williams (305) 335-8814 
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 Information for Alumni Associations in Florida 
 

1. Convent of Mercy Academy “ALPHA”    
 Pat Lee     (President)  (305) 389-8605 
 alphaflchapter@aol.com; frstflit19@gmail.com 
 
2. Ardenne Alumni Organization of Florida    
 Judith Lawson-Keane   (President)  (954) 483-0833 
 Jkeane208@aol.com 
 
3. Calabar High School Alumni (Florida Chapter), Inc    
 Michael Schloss   (President)  (754) 422-3307 
 sylquee@yahoo.com; www.cbarfla.org 
 
4. Camperdown High School Past Students’ Association, Florida Chapter   
 Michelle ChueSang Cooper   (President)  (954) 802-6590 
 cdownpaststudent@yahoo.com; mchuesang@aol.com 
 www.camperdownfl.org 
 
5. Campion College Alumni Association 
 Toni Brice    (President)  (954) 804-4068 
 bricetoni@yahoo.com; www.campionflorida.com 
 
6. CAST/UTECH Alumni Association – Florida Chapter 
 Dr. Marilyn Morrison-Padilla  (President)  (954) 578-5858 
 mluem@yahoo.com;  dr@morrisonsrx.com 
 
7. Clarendon College Alumni Association    
 Bethany Powell    (President)  (786) 262-3404  
 Bethpow06@aol.com 
 
8. Cornwall College Alumni Association of South Florida, Inc.   
 Lance Gibbs    (President)  (754) 368-5532 
 president@ccalumni-florida.com; http://www.ccalumni-florida.com 
 
9. DeCarteret College Alumni Assoc. of Florida, Inc  
 Godfrey Comrie   (President)  (305) 305-8108 
 G_Comrie@yahoo.com;  
 
10. Dinthill Technical High School Alumni Association  
 Barry Nugent    (President)  (954) 552-6331 
 Dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com; http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/ 
 
11. Excelsior Alumni Association of Florida    
 Corneld Lindo    (President)  (954) 309-4405 
 Jahar4m@aol.com 
 
12. Garvey Maceo Alumni Association     
 Claudette Salesman   (President)  (954) 647-4724 
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13. Glenmuir Alumni Association of South Florida    
 Fitzroy Benjamin   (President)  (305) 588-0521  
 fitzroy_atc@yahoo.com 
 http://www.glenmuiralumni.com/ghs-associations/south-florida.html 
 
14. Green Island High Alumni Association of North America 
 Dalvin Williams   (President)   (305) 431-1955 
 gihana@greenislandalumni.com: www.greenislandalumni.com 
 
15. Holmwood Technical High School Alumni Association 
 Hamlin Dalrio    (President)  (954) 484-9600 
 Kenrio69@aol.com  
 
16. Immaculate Conception High School Alumnae Association    
 Jennifer Hoyes    (President)  (561) 400-3400 
 ICHSflalum@aol.com; www.ICHSalumnae.net 
 
17. Jamaica College Old Boys Association of Florida    
 Ray Stephenson    (President)  (305) 505-3008 
 Regs75@bellsouth.net, www.jcobafl.org     
 
18. Kingston College Old Boys Association 
 fortis_florida@bellsouth.net; www.kcobafl.org   (954) 587-5257 
 
19. Knox South Florida Past Students       
 Jean Clarage-Slosberg    (President)  
 jslosberg@comcast.net; knoxmail@comcast.net 
 
20. Manchester Alumni Association, Florida Chapter  (786-260-3411)  
 Janet Plummer-Brown   (President)  
 manchesterhighschool@gmail.com 
 
21. Meadowbrook High School Alumni Association 
 Paul McPherson   (President)  (954) 383-0321 
 Hinfo@mhsalumniassoc.org; www.mhsalumniassoc.org 
 
22. MICO Alumni Association of South Florida   
 Errol A. Evans    (President)  (954) 804-7200 
 eevans5686@aol.com; www.miconians.com 
 
23. Montego Bay High School Alumnae South Florida  (754) 423-316 
 Montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com 
 
24. Montego Bay High International Alumnae, Inc 
 Karen Morris-Clarke   (President)  (561) 714-3441 
 kam52004@bellsouth.net 
 
25. Mount Alvernia High School Alumnae Association 
 Andrea Smellie-McIntosh  (President)    (954) 242-4830 
 mahssf06@yahoo.com; www.mahsafl.com 
 
 

mailto:fitzroy_atc@yahoo.comT
mailto:gihana@greenislandalumni.com
mailto:Kenrio69@aol.com
mailto:ICHSflalum@aol.com
http://www.ichsalumnae.net/
mailto:Regs75@bellsouth.net
mailto:fortis_florida@bellsouth.net
mailto:jslosberg@comcast.net
mailto:knoxmail@comcast.net
mailto:manchesterhighschool@gmail.com
mailto:Hinfo@mhsalumniassoc.org
mailto:eevans5686@aol.com
http://www.miconians.com/
mailto:Montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com
mailto:kam52004@bellsouth.net
mailto:mahssf06@yahoo.com
http://www.mahsafl.com/
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26. Munro-Hampton Alumni Association     
 L. Ashley Coke    (President)  (954) 423-3961 
 lerac@bellsouth.net  
 
27. Northern Caribbean University Alumni Association (Central Florida Chapter) 
 Vilma Campbell   (President) 
 vdc@cfl.rr.com; http://www.ncucentralflorida.com 
 
28. Queen’s High School Alumni Association    
 Natalie Chung-Cauldero  (President)   (954) 471-4744 
 qhsflchapter@gmail.com; www.qhsafl.org 
 Online store: www.cafeshops.com/qhsafl 
 
29. Rusea’s Old Students Association, Florida Chapter    
 Judith Hinds    (President)   
 info@rosafl.org 
  
30. Sam Sharpe Teachers’ College 
 Max Beckford    (President)  (954 478-9475 
 Becksoma@yahoo.com    
 
31. St. Andrew High Old Girls Association 
 Deirdre Benka-Coker    (President)  (954) 805-6796  
 BENKACOKER@aol.com; www.sahsflorida.org 
 
32. St. Andrew Technical High Alumni Association 
 David Jemison       (305) 687-1677  
 dpjamie@comcast.net 
 
33. St. Catherine High School Alumni Association (SE Chapter) 

Jasmine Barnes         (President)      (786) 252-6120 
jbarnes530@gmail.com; stcatherinehigh@yahoo.com 

 
34. St. Elizabeth Technical High School Alumni Association 
 Dawn Bramwell   (President)  (941) 815-7223 
 Dawnbramwell@bellsouth.net 
 
35. St. George's College Old Boys Association of Florida  

Trevor Palmer    (President)  (954) 682-4729 
 tpalmer3333@aol.com; www.stgcfl.com 
 
36. St. Hilda’s High School Alumni Association 
 Claudette Nelson   (President)  (754) 422-0090 
 Claudnelson2@yahoo.com 
  
37. St. Hugh’s Alumnae Association of South Florida  
 Karen Lee Murphy   (President)  (954) 536-0016 
 st_hughs_alumnae_association@yahoo.com  
 
38. St. Jago High School Alumni Association 
 Elvin Williams    (President)  (954) 913-5044 
 Williams_ela@yahoo.com 

mailto:lerac@bellsouth.net
mailto:vdc@cfl.rr.com
http://www.ncucentralflorida.com/
mailto:qhsflchapter@gmail.com
http://www.qhsafl.org/
http://www.cafeshops.com/qhsafl
mailto:info@rosafl.org
mailto:Becksoma@yahoo.com
mailto:BENKACOKER@aol.com
http://www.sahsflorida.org/
mailto:dpjamie@comcast.net
mailto:jbarnes530@gmail.com
mailto:stcatherinehigh@yahoo.com
mailto:tpalmer3333@aol.com
http://www.stgcfl.com/
mailto:Claudnelson2@yahoo.com
mailto:st_hughs_alumnae_association@yahoo.com
mailto:Williams_ela@yahoo.com


   

39. St. Mary’s High School South Florida Alumni Association 
 Maria Kong    (President)  (954) 249 7825 
 markon2@juno.com 
 
40. The Alumni Association of Titchfield High School 
 Edith Walsh-March   (President)  (954) 240-3296 
 taa@titchfieldhigh.com; http://www.titchfieldhigh.com 
 
41. Trench Town Comprehensive High School Alumni Association 
 Rev. Dennis Grant   (President)  (954) 249-5073 
 Grantsmin@aol.com 
 
42. UWI Alumni Association of Florida 
 Margaret Barrett   (President)   (954) 485-0444 
 Margaret@jnbs.com 
 
43. Vere Technical Alumni Association 
 Carlton Robinson   (President)  (561) 793-8108   
 carobinson@vere-tech.com 
 
44. William Knibb Memorial High School Alumni Association 
 Charmaine Shettleworth            (President)   (561) 396-0447 
 Knibb.william@gmail.com; http://www.williamknibbalumni.com 
 
45. Wolmer’s Alumni Association    

Charles Patterson   (President)  (954) 709-9555 
 charles.v.patterson@gmail.com: http://www.wolmersouthfla.org  
 
 
 

 
To put advertise your events in the newsletter or to correct 

information about your association, please contact the editors   
 

   Rupert Rhodd (rqecon@hotmail.com) 
& 

 Sandra Schrouder (sansch33@yahoo.com) 
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