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Transforming the Economy - Transformation of the Education 

System 
 

Prime Minister of Jamaica 

Hon. Andrew Holness 
 

Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Andrew Holness said part of the transformation of 
the economy has to be done through transforming the education system. He noted that the 
transformation by his Administration will involve making the education system more efficient 
and equitable in the coming year. The Prime Minister was speaking at November 15, 2011 
sitting of Parliament at the Jamaica Conference Centre and responding to a private member’s 
motion from Central Kingston Member of Parliament, Ronald Thwaites on the adequacy and 
affordability of loan financing for students in the tertiary education system. 
 
“I understand that students may very well feel nervous about this. But I want to assure them 
that there is an alignment of views in the Parliament as it relates to how tertiary education 
should be reformed. No reform will be done to make any student worse off. The reform will 
be gradual and any reform will have a period of notice,” PM Holness explained. 
 
The Prime Minister said there has been a significant increase of loan applications to the 
Students Loan Bureau (SLB), between 2000 -2010 and also an increase in loans approved by 
the SLB from $4 billion in 2000 to $9.8 billion in 2010. He said in 2000, the SLB received 6, 
115 applications of which 4, 047 were approved; 1, 165 declined and 371 cancelled. In 2010, 
973 applications were received by the SLB with 9, 899 loans being approved and 34 being 
declined. 
 
Prime Minister Holness said this reinforces that more students are qualifying for tertiary 
education and seeking loan financing. He added the demand is increasing and the budget for 
tertiary education has not been increased. However, he said the Government is trying to 
source additional funding to increase the pool of funds at the SLB.  
 
Mr. Holness used the opportunity to inform the House of Representatives that 67 percent of 
the Jamaican employed labor force is untrained while 19 percent has tertiary level degrees 
and the remaining 14 percent have technical vocational certification.  “This is something we 
must consider carefully because if you look at other developed countries it is the reverse. The 
majority of their labor force would have technical vocational but in our situation it is 
reversed. Reforming the tertiary funding system is not just to increase the admissions to  
universities but it is also to expand access to applicants who wish to pursue technical and 
vocational education” Mr. Holness explained. He added that the Education Ministry will be 
coming to the Parliament with a comprehensive policy as was promised but it has to be 
integrated in all the reform measures that will be taken in the coming year.  

 

News Release, Office of the Prime Minister 
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Holy Trinity High School Alumni Association, Florida Chapter 
 

Joseph Williams (President)     Charles “C-Roy” McDonald (Vice President) 

Leona Minto (Administrator)     Paula Minto (Treasurer) 

Peter Kong (Assistant Treasurer)    Novelette Edwards (Membership Director) 

Claudia Diaz (Secretary) 

 

History of the School 

 

Holy Trinity High School is a Roman Catholic institution located at 18 George Headley Drive (formerly Emerald Road) 

in Kingston Jamaica, next door to the world famous Sabina Park.  The school believes in the total development of the 

child in his/her academic, spiritual, physical, mental, emotional and social development. 

 

The school was started by the Franciscan Sisters in the late 1940’s under the name of Saint Anthony’s Senior School on 

West Street in Kingston.  Later it moved to Orange Street and the Sisters of Mercy took over leadership of the school. In 

1953 the school was relocated to properties owned by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston at 18 Emerald Road 

(now George Headley Drive) and renamed after the Holy Trinity Cathedral on North Street in Kingston. The Ministry of 

Education which jointly administers the school along with the Catholic Church constructed what was then one of the most 

modern schools in Jamaica to accommodate the expanding population which was 750 students. Between 1953 and 2000 

the school experienced a number of name changes.  Its former name, Saint Anthony’s later changed to Holy Trinity Senior 

School saw children graduating at age 15 years old. As the population of the school continued to grow, in 1974 under the 

leadership of its second and by far the most famous principal, Sister Mary Philomena, the church acquired additional 

lands and the Ministry of Education added three new classroom blocks at which time the grade 10 and 11 programs were 

introduced.   

 

In keeping with the educational shift in the society at the time eleven (11) vocational subjects were added to the 

curriculum and the Secondary School Certificate (SSC) Examination became the school leaving examination. The school 

was awarded “secondary” status and was renamed Holy Trinity Secondary School.  By the end of the 1970’s the school 

population grew to over two thousand. As a result of the rapid expansion of the school’s population a dual shift system 

was introduced to alleviate overcrowding. 

 

In 1995, in keeping with the Ministry of Education’s school rationalization program the school was upgraded to a 

Comprehensive High school and renamed Holy Trinity Comprehensive High School. This year the first batch of Common 

Entrance students was admitted. The school was once again upgraded again in 2000 in keeping with the Ministry of 

Education policy to upgrade all Comprehensive High Schools to High Schools and renamed Holy Trinity High School 

under then principal Mrs. Monica Schroeter.  

 

Throughout its lengthy and rich history the school has so far had eight principals and thousands of pupils going through its 

gates. These former students can be found in every industry around the world contributing positively to the human race. 

The school is known for its strong athletic program and serves as a feeder school to most of the traditional high schools. 

 

Alumni Association 

 

Two years ago the Florida chapter of Holy Trinity High School Alumni Association was formed as the first registered 

alumni in the school’s history. The official inaugural “Link Up” and launch was on October 8, 2011 at The Reggae 

Village, in downtown Fort Lauderdale.   

 

Membership is open to all former students of the school who attended for at least one term.  Associate membership is also 

available to former and present teachers and benefactors of the school.  For membership information you may contact any 

Executive Committee member, send an email to htaa1014@hotmail.com or join the Facebook group at Holy Trinity High 

(Secondary). The group email is holytrintypsa@facebook.groups.com. 

mailto:htaa1014@hotmail.com
mailto:holytrintypsa@facebook.groups.com
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JAMAICAN ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS IN FLORIDA 

 
1. Convent of Mercy Academy “ALPHA”    
 Pat Lee   (President) (305) 389-8605 
 alphaflchapter@aol.com; frstflit19@gmail.com 
 
2. Ardenne Alumni Organization of Florida    
 Judith Lawson-Keane (President) (954) 483-0833 
 Jkeane208@aol.com 
 
3. Calabar High School Alumni (Florida Chapter), Inc    
 Michael Schloss  (President) (754) 422-3307 
 sylquee@yahoo.com; www.cbarfla.org 
 
4. Camperdown High School Past Students’ Association, Florida Chapter   

Allan Cunningham, DBA  (President)  (954) 914-4533 
allcunningh@gmail.com; cdownpaststudent@gmail.com; www.camperdownfl.org  
  

5. Campion College Alumni Association 
 Toni Brice   (President)   
 bricetoni@yahoo.com; www.campionflorida.com 
 
6. CAST/UTECH Alumni Association – Florida Chapter 
 Dr. Marilyn Morrison-Padilla (President) (954) 578-5858 
 mluem@yahoo.com; dr@morrisonsrx.com 
 
7. Clarendon College Alumni Association    
 Bethany Powell  (President) (786) 262-3404  
 Bethpow06@aol.com 

 
8. Church Teachers’ College Alumni Association, Inc. 

Mike Andrews  (President) (305) 502-6713       
 andrmx@yahoo.com; ctcalumni.president@ctc.edu.jm 
 http://www.ctc.edu.jm/alumni/default.aspx 

 
9. Cornwall College Alumni Association of South Florida, Inc.   
 Lance Gibbs  (President) (954) 600-5915  
 president@ccalumni-florida.com; www.ccalumni-florida.com 
 
10. DeCarteret College Alumni Assoc. of Florida, Inc  
 Godfrey Comrie  (President) (305) 305-8108 
 G_Comrie@yahoo.com;  
 
11. Dinthill Technical High School Alumni Association  

Clayton Todd  (President) (954)-274-8073 
 clayt1@hotmail.com; Dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com 
 http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/ 
 
12. Excelsior Alumni Association of Florida    
 Althea Brown-Robinson (President) (954) 914-0811  
 Jahar4m@aol.com 
 
13. Ferncourt High School Alumni Association of South Florida 

Dr. Raymond Ramsay (President) (954) 773 1955  

 raymer20@comcast.net  
  

 

mailto:frstflit19@gmail.com
mailto:Jkeane208@aol.com
mailto:sylquee@yahoo.com
http://www.cbarfla.org/
mailto:allcunningh@gmail.com
mailto:cdownpaststudent@gmail.com
http://www.camperdownfl.org/
mailto:bricetoni@yahoo.com
file:///J:/Rupert's%20Brain/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/N2Q9H4JH/www.campionflorida.com
mailto:mluem@yahoo.com
mailto:dr@morrisonsrx.com
mailto:Bethpow06@aol.com
mailto:andrmx@yahoo.com
mailto:ctcalumni.president@ctc.edu.jm
http://www.ctc.edu.jm/alumni/default.aspx
mailto:president@ccalumni-florida.com
http://www.ccalumni-florida.com/
https://exchange.fau.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=d1fcbdcaa0db444ab4e5ae455a0a73c5&URL=mailto%3aclayt1%40hotmail.com
mailto:Dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com
http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/
mailto:Jahar4m@aol.com
https://exchange.fau.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd29ca4fa6fe43c99b345f58bd666c89&URL=mailto%3araymer20%40comcast.net
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14. Garvey Maceo Alumni Association     
 Patricia Pettigrew  (President) (561) 329-9219 

 
15. Glenmuir Alumni Association of South Florida    
 Fitzroy Benjamin  (President) (305) 588-0521  
 fitzroy_atc@yahoo.com 
 http://www.glenmuiralumni.com/ghs-associations/south-florida.html 
 
16. Green Island High Alumni Association of North America 

Norrine Tavares  (President)  (917) 969-4308 
 gihana@greenislandalumni.com: www.greenislandalumni.com 
 
17. Holmwood Technical High School Alumni Association 

Veronica Wallace-Mitchener (President) (561) 577-7123 
 wallacenmitch@bellsouth.net, www.holmwoodtechnical.com 
 
18. Holy Trinity Alumni Association 

Joseph Williams  (President) (954) 907-5943 
Leo1williams@hotmail.com 

 
19. Immaculate Conception High School Alumnae Association    
 Jennifer Hoyes  (President) (561) 400-3400 
 ICHSflalum@aol.com; www.ICHSalumnae.com 
 
20. Jamaica College Old Boys Association of Florida    
 Ray Stephenson  (President) (305) 505-3008 
 Regs75@bellsouth.net, www.jcobafl.org     
 
21. Kingston College Old Boys Association 
 fortis_florida@bellsouth.net;   (954) 587-5257 
 www.kcobafl.org  
 
22. Knox South Florida Past Students       
 Jean Clarage-Slosberg  (President)  
 jslosberg@comcast.net; knoxmail@comcast.net 
 
23. Manchester High School Alumni Association, Fla. Chapter  

Janet Plummer-Brown (President) (786) 260-3411 
 manchesterhighschool@gmail.com 
 
24. Marymount High School Alumnae Association 

Pat Matthews-Darlington (President) (954) 288-3853 
 marymountalumnae@gmail.com 
 
25. Meadowbrook High School Alumni Association 
 Paul McPherson  (President) (954) 383-0321 
 info@mhsalumniassoc.org; www.mhsalumniassoc.org 
 
26. MICO Alumni Association of South Florida   
 Errol A. Evans  (President) (954) 804-7200 
 eevans5686@aol.com; www.miconians.com 
 
27. Montego Bay High School Alumnae South Florida   
 Montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com  (954) 330-4500 
 
28. Montego Bay High International Alumnae, Inc 
 Karen Morris-Clarke (President)  (561) 714-3441 
 kam52004@bellsouth.net 

mailto:fitzroy_atc@yahoo.comT
http://www.glenmuiralumni.com/ghs-associations/south-florida.html
mailto:gihana@greenislandalumni.com
file:///J:/Rupert's%20Brain/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/N2Q9H4JH/www.greenislandalumni.com
mailto:wallacenmitch@bellsouth.net
http://www.holmwoodtechnical.com/
mailto:ICHSflalum@aol.com
http://www.ichsalumnae.com/
mailto:Regs75@bellsouth.net
mailto:fortis_florida@bellsouth.net
file:///J:/Rupert's%20Brain/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/N2Q9H4JH/www.kcobafl.org
mailto:jslosberg@comcast.net
mailto:knoxmail@comcast.net
mailto:manchesterhighschool@gmail.com
mailto:marymountalumnae@gmail.com
mailto:info@mhsalumniassoc.org
http://www.mhsalumniassoc.org/
mailto:eevans5686@aol.com
http://www.miconians.com/
mailto:Montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com
mailto:kam52004@bellsouth.net
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29. Mount Alvernia High School Alumnae Association 
 Andrea Smellie-McIntosh (President)   (954) 515-8840 
 mahssf06@yahoo.com; www.mahsafl.com 
 
30. Mount Alvernia Alumni Association of Central Florida 

 Dawn Chin Jones   (President) (813) 910.9880   
dawnchinjones@yahoo.com 
www.mahscfl.org 

 
31. Munro-Hampton Alumni Association     
 L. Ashley Coke  (President) (954) 423-3961 
 lerac@bellsouth.net  
 
32. Northern Caribbean University Alumni Association (Central Florida Chapter) 
 Vilma Campbell  (President) 
 vdc@cfl.rr.com; http://www.ncucentralflorida.com 
 
33. Queen’s High School Alumni Association    
 Natalie Chung-Cauldero (President) (954) 471-4744 
 qhsflchapter@gmail.com; www.qhsafl.org 
 Online store: www.cafeshops.com/qhsafl 
 
34. Rusea’s Old Students Association, Florida Chapter    
 Judith Hinds  (President)   
 info@rosafl.org 
  
35. Sam Sharpe Teachers’ College 
 Max Beckford  (President) (954 478-9475 
 
36. St. Andrew High Old Girls Association 
 Deirdre Benka-Coker  (President) (954) 805-6796  
 BENKACOKER@aol.com; www.sahsflorida.org 
 
37. St. Andrew Technical High Alumni Association 
 David Jemison    (305) 687-1677  
  
38. St. Catherine High School Alumni Association (SE Chapter) 

Jasmine Barnes       (President)     (786) 252-6120 
jbarnes530@gmail.com; stcatherinehighalumni@yahoo.com 

 
39. St. Elizabeth Technical High School Alumni Association 
 Dawn Bramwell  (President) (941) 815-7223 
 Dawnbramwell@bellsouth.net 
 
40. St. George's College Old Boys Association of Florida  
 Trevor Palmer  (President) (954) 682-4729 
 tpalmer3333@aol.com; www.stgcfl.com 
 
41. St. Hilda’s High School Alumni Association 
 Jenifer Plummer-Barrett (President) (917) 974-4863 

 jp44@nyu.edu 

 
42. St. Hugh’s Alumnae Association of South Florida  
 Bridget Smith-Newman (President) (954) 410-3842 
 st_hughs_alumnae_association@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

mailto:mahssf06@yahoo.com
http://www.mahsafl.com/
mailto:dawnchinjones@yahoo.com
http://www.mahscfl.org/
mailto:lerac@bellsouth.net
mailto:vdc@cfl.rr.com
http://www.ncucentralflorida.com/
mailto:qhsflchapter@gmail.com
http://www.qhsafl.org/
http://www.cafeshops.com/qhsafl
mailto:info@rosafl.org
mailto:BENKACOKER@aol.com
http://www.sahsflorida.org/
mailto:jbarnes530@gmail.com
mailto:stcatherinehighalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:Dawnbramwell@bellsouth.net
mailto:tpalmer3333@aol.com
http://www.stgcfl.com/
mailto:st_hughs_alumnae_association@yahoo.com
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43. St. Jago High School Alumni Association 
Garnett Walker  (President) (954) 608-8129 

 garnettwalker@yahoo.com 
 
44. St. Mary High School South Florida Alumni Association 
 Maria Kong   (President) (954) 249 7825 
 markon2@juno.com 
 
45. Tarrant High School Past Students Association 
 Michael Rose  (President) (9540 353-1702 
 tarranthighjausa@aol.com 
 
46. The Alumni Association of Titchfield High School 
 Edith Walsh-March  (President) (954) 240-3296 
 taa@titchfieldhigh.com; http://www.titchfieldhigh.com 
 
47. Trench Town Comprehensive High School Alumni Association 
 Rev. Dennis Grant  (President) (954) 249-5073 
 Grantsmin@aol.com 
 
48. UWI Alumni Association of Florida 

Rupert Rhodd  (President)  (954) 242-2529 
 rqecon@hotmail.com 
  
49. Vere Technical Alumni Association 
 Carlton Robinson  (President) (561) 793-8108   
 carobinson@vere-tech.com 
 
50. Westwood High School Alumni Association 
 Melaine Thompson  (President) 
 sfcwoga@gmail.com 
 
51. William Knibb Memorial High School Alumni Association 
 Charmaine Shettleworth (President) (561) 396-0447 
 Knibb.william@gmail.com; http://www.williamknibbalumni.com 
 
52. Windsor /Wilmar High School Alumni Association (North America Chapter)  
 Indiana Robinson  (President) (954) 665-9532 
 indianar@bellsouth.net  
 
53. Wolmer’s Alumni Association    
 Charles Patterson  (President) (954) 709-9555 
 charles.v.patterson@gmail.com: http://www.wolmersouthfla.org 

 

“Education Matters” 
 
 

 

To advertise your events in the newsletter or to correct information about your association, please 
contact the editors   

 

   Rupert Rhodd (rqecon@hotmail.com)  
 Sandra Schrouder (sansch33@yahoo.com) 

mailto:garnettwalker@yahoo.com
mailto:markon2@juno.com
mailto:tarranthighjausa@aol.com
mailto:taa@titchfieldhigh.com
http://www.titchfieldhigh.com/
mailto:Grantsmin@aol.com
mailto:rqecon@hotmail.com
mailto:carobinson@vere-tech.com
mailto:sfcwoga@gmail.com
mailto:Knibb.william@gmail.com
http://www.williamknibbalumni.com/
mailto:indianar@bellsouth.net
mailto:charles.v.patterson@gmail.com
http://www.wolmersouthfla.org/
mailto:rqecon@hotmail.com
mailto:sansch33@yahoo.com

