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Jamaica, Safe and on the 
Mend!!! 

 
On June 24, 2010 I travelled with a group of 20 
Floridians from Fort Lauderdale to Jamaica as guest of 
Air Jamaica/Caribbean Airlines and Jamaica Tourist 
Board. When I arrived in Jamaica, I met other 
individuals from Canada, Philadelphia, and New York 
who were invited to be a part of this “familiarization” 
tour to Jamaica. From the start, the two sponsors, Air 
Jamaica/Caribbean Airlines and the Jamaica Tourist 
Board did a wonderful job of 'reintroducing' members of 
the group to Jamaica.  
 
Like other Jamaicans who grew up in Jamaica and travel 
to Jamaica very often, I wondered if there was anything 
new to see on this tour. There was a lot!!!!  

 

 
 

Kay Chong (with folder in hand) and Will Rogers from Air 
Jamaica share a light moment with tour group member 

 
With briefings from the communication’s directors of the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force, the Jamaica Defence Force, 
and the Jamaica Tourist Board, by the end of the second 
day, members of the group were more informed about 
safety and security issues in Jamaica. Based on their 
presentation, Jamaica is still a safe place to visit and 
people are performing their daily economic and social 
activities in the usual manner. 

This was apparent as on our tour of downtown Kingston 
on Friday, June 26, 2010, the “Lunch-time” concert 
featuring the “50/50 Band” that was held at the Bank of 
Jamaica Auditorium, was very well attended. There were 
people from all walks of life attending the concert and 
just having a great time. Also, on the same Saturday, in 
the afternoon, the “Sports-Max” Bar in New Kingston 
was filled to capacity to watch the USA-Ghana World 
Cup soccer match. However, there was more to be 
learned about the current situation in Jamaica, and there 
was no better place to go than Western Kingston.  
 
On Saturday, June 27, 2010 I toured Western Kingston 
along with Rev. Horace Ward (member of the tour group 
from Florida) and Rev. Abner Powell (the Rector of All 
Saints Church and the Chaplain for Kingston College). 
We went everywhere!!! We walked through the area on 
Oxford Street, Rose Lane, Spanish Town Road, 
Matthew’s Lane, Darling Street, and West Street; and we 
drove through Denham Town, Hannah Town and Rose 
Town. As show below, we had time to sit and talk with 
many individuals. 
 

 
 

Rev. Powell (left) and Rev. Ward (3rd left) sitting and 
talking with a group of men on Matthew’s Lane 

 
Although West Kingston is often considered by many to 
be among the worst places to live and/or work, 
especially given the trouble brewing there in recent 
weeks, like Rev. Abner Powell, I believe there is hope for 
communities in that area and for Jamaica as a whole.  

(Cont’d on Page 2) 
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(Jamaica, Safe and on the Mend!! Cont’d from page 2) 
 

My visit and walk through Coronation Market rekindled 
memories of what Jamaica used to be and what it can 
become: a place where people engage in economic 
activities in a most friendly manner; a place where 
children and adults can interact in a community or 
village atmosphere; and a place of work and industry.  

My dear friend Rev. Horace Ward puts it this way when 
he visited Coronation Market with me: “there is evidence 
of new, vibrant life and God's possibility to be hope-filled 
as we labor to build Jamaica.” 
 
Jamaicans are resilient and are seeking to make the 
economy “better than ever”. With the continued effort 
from alumni associations in Florida, and with the help of 
the Jamaican Diaspora in Florida, Jamaica will certainly 
continue to be the “fun place to visit” in the future.  
 
I appreciate, as always, Kay Chong and Air 
Jamaica/Caribbean Airlines, and the Jamaica Tourist 
Board going the extra mile to keep members of the 
Jamaican Diaspora in the United States informed. With 
their continued effort, Jamaica in the future will be 
better than ever.  

Contributed by Rupert Rhodd

JIS ANNUAL JAMAICA INDEPENDENCE 
ESSAY COMPETITION-2010 

 
Entries are now being accepted for the 10th annual 
Independence Essay Competition of the Jamaica 
Information Service (JIS) in Miami.  The competition 
forms part of the celebrations observing Jamaica’s 48th 
anniversary of Independence and Emancipation across 
the Florida communities. 
 
The contest is open to all Jamaican children, first and 
second generation, and residing in Florida State, The 
deadline for participating entries is Friday, July 23rd.  The 
winner in each category will be awarded with a plaque 
from the Jamaica Consulate General, and a monetary gift 
presentation from the Partners for Youth Foundation, a 
South Florida non-profit organization committed to the 
enhancement and development of young women locally, 
and in Jamaica, through the performing arts and cultural 
development. 
 
The merit to the annual Essay competition is to advance 
community awareness while exposing our youth to their 
Jamaican culture and heritage.  As they research and 
prepare the compositions, applicants are given the 
opportunity to reflect on the nation’s history and culture; 
look at the impact of their Jamaican roots on their 
upbringing; and the positive events that have catapulted 
Jamaica and its Diaspora in the global arena.   
 
Children in the Diaspora are being encouraged to take 
interest in the annual Essay Competition realizing that the 
occasion would inspire young Jamaicans to more seriously 
consider learning the island of their origin. 
 
Students can choose from a selection of topics related to 
the island’s cultural heritage some of which include 
community leadership, entertainment, education, history 
and culture, geography and national development. 
 
Applicants must be between five and eighteen years of 
age and resident here in Florida.  There are three age 
categories for the responses five to eight (5-8); nine to 
twelve (9-12); and thirteen to eighteen (13-18). 
 
For information on entering the contest, interested 
persons can contact the JIS office at the Jamaica 
Consulate General in Miami located at 25 Southeast 
Second Avenue, Suite 609, telephone (305-374-8431 ext. 
232) email jismiami@bellsouth.net or the Consulate’s 
website at www.jamaicacgmiami.org 
 
Essay topics are as follows: 
 
1) Talk about your experience in Jamaica as a tourist.  

Briefly share your adventure about one of the favorite

mailto:jismiami@bellsouth.net
http://www.jamaicacgmiami.org/
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places visited – for example a place of recreation, a 
historic landmark or even time spent with a 
Jamaican family.  

 
2) How do you think Jamaican youth in the Diaspora 

can best contribute to Jamaica’s economic 
development? 

 
3) Do you know of a Jamaican group or Jamaican 

individual who has made an outstanding contribution 
to their community or attained an outstanding 
achievement? If so, write about their contribution or 
achievement and its impact on the community in 
which he or she resides. 

 
4) What is your opinion of reggae music today, and 

explain the role that this genre of music has played 
in Jamaica’s social, cultural and economic 
development. 

 
5) Explain how the process of “Brand Jamaica” can be 

promoted through the export of our cultural heritage 
including art, music, folk culture, entertainment, 
food, etc. 

 
6) Briefly describe the significance of Jamaica’s six 

national symbols. 
 
7) There are several prominent Jamaican landmarks 

(e.g. Port Royal, Devon House, Rose Hall Great 
House, Spanish Town, National Heroes’ Park, etc.). 
Choose any Jamaican landmark that you know and 
explain briefly its context to Jamaica’s rich cultural 
heritage. 

 
*      *      *      *      *      *       * 

 
• Each entrant must choose only one topic. The 

response must NOT exceed two pages and 
should be double-spaced. 
 

• Essays can be emailed to jismiami@bellsouth.net 
or mailed to the Jamaica Information Service, 25 
SE Second Avenue – Suite 609, Miami, FLA 
33131.   

 
• Each entry must be accompanied by the 

contestant’s name, address, telephone number 
and age 

 
• The deadline for entries is Friday July 23rd. 

 
Submitted by Cheryl Wynter - JIS: (305-374-8384) 

 
 

   
GIVING UPGRADED SCHOOLS A CHANCE 

Rural schools building capacity, boosting 
performance 

 
Six upgraded high schools in rural Jamaica have been 
improving their capacity to track students’ performance 
using software and simple, but effective, monitoring 
techniques. Godfrey Stewart, Green Pond, Porus, Mile 
Gully, McGrath and Seaforth High Schools, 
participants in the Mutual Building Societies 
Foundation’s (MBSF) Centres of Excellence 
programme, have been working diligently to improve 
student performance and enhance their learning 
environment with careful guidance from the MBSF. While 
McGrath and Mile Gully were in the programme for the past 
two years, the other four schools began participating in 
2009. 
 
The Centres of Excellence Project is a “One of a Kind” 
partnership between business competitors, Jamaica 
National and Victoria Mutual Building societies.  It was 
launched in 2008 with a mandate to intervene in and 
improve the educational outcomes of students in non-
traditional rural high schools. The non-traditional high 
schools have become known as the place for children 
whose performance in the GSAT does not warrant a place 
at the traditional high schools, and consequently the 
schools that carry the stigma of poor performers in 
CXC/CSEC.   For too long these schools have remained 
underserved and continue to graduate Jamaicans who 
cannot productively fit into the society, nor matriculate to 
higher education.  
 
Through the work of the Foundation, the schools are being 
equipped with needed resources to enhance the quality of 
leadership at the administrative and instructional levels, 
and to transform the management and delivery of 
education. Because the focus of the project is leadership 
and management emphasis is given to developing and 
institutionalizing an effective monitoring mechanism, 
improving the social environment of the school through the 
Guidance department and student leadership groups, 
developing mentorship programs for both staff and 
students, empowering parents to participate in their 
children’s education, developing an external support 
system for the schools, and building the instructional 
capacity of the staff. The $100 million program, designed 
to last for five years, is striving to achieve its goal by 2012.  
 
One of the important skills that teachers and administrators 
have been gaining from the programme is how to gather 
and manipulate data.   All six schools have been benefiting 
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from training in the use of the Complete SMS software, 
which allows administrators to capture a wide range of 
data on students including information on student 
behaviour that they can use to inform school and 
classroom management plans. Complete SMS also tracks 
the performance of teachers and parents in school-based 
activities so that interventions can be designed to 
strengthen their performance and contribution. 
 
“It is well established in education literature that 
monitoring and feedback is the single most effective 
strategy for improving student performance,” says Mrs. 
Sewell-Lawson “and the  introduction of the software is 
our strategy for equipping the schools to effectively do 
this.  
 
Monitoring and feedback have been supported in the 
schools by the mounting of literal monitoring boards that 
allow students to see on a term by term basis how well 
they perform in comparison to the rest of the class; how 
well a class is performing in comparison to other classes 
in its grade stream and how the school is performing in 
comparison to others in the region or nationally.  
 
“A big part of the process is also helping the students to 
take responsibility for their education,” comments 
Llewelyn Bailey, Programme Manager. “When the 
students can see how their individual performances 
impact on the class and, by extension, the school, it 
motivates them to persevere.”  Students have also been 
provided with Personal Development Plans as a 
means of promoting personal responsibility for their 
education. 
 
In addition to improving data use, the schools have been 
benefiting from various capacity-building workshops in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Education, and 
supported by the Miami Dade and North Conference of 
the Philadelphia Diaspora. These workshops have re-
enforced management techniques in some instances and 
expose the schools to cutting edge researches and new 
strategies. The sessions include strengthening the role of 
guidance counsellors in the school management process, 
differentiated teaching methods, strategies for improving 
literacy and techniques to improve academic 
performance of boys. 
 
The Centres of Excellence programme also places 
emphasis on the performance in the sciences as it tries 
to ensure that all schools have functional Integrated 
Science labs. Both Mile Gully High and McGrath High 
recently received needed equipment to enhance the 
labs. 
   

“All the schools have been working to operationalize their 
visions, through the development of school improvement 
plans. These plans are being informed by careful internal 
and external situational analysis and contain measurable 
and achievable outcome indicators that will lead to 
enhanced student performance,” informs Dawn Sewell-
Lawson, Assistant Programme Manager of the MBSF.  
 
The program has had some successes.  School leaders 
have implemented several monitoring mechanism in their 
schools; programs of reward and celebrating 
improvement are becoming common place; special 
literacy and numeracy programs are running in all 
schools, some even requiring time beyond the regular 
school day; and behavioral issues are now treated on par 
with academics; and average performance in the five 
core subject areas under the project (Mathematics, 
English Language, Social Studies, Integrated Science and 
Information Technology) are improving.   
 
One of our schools place in the top 5 performers in the 
CSEC Information Technology  examination with a pass 
rate of 98%, literacy levels of new students have been 
improved by an average two level in the first year and 
some schools have managed to reduced the core of ‘at 
risk’ students by almost 20% in a year.  
 
 
Outstanding Past Students of Manchester 
High to be Honored on July 2, 2010  
 
Custos of Manchester, Hon. Dr. Gilbert Allen and 
Children's Advocate, Mary Clarke, will head the list of 
outstanding past students and teachers to be honored by 
Manchester High School Alumni Association, on July 2. 
 
Some of the other persons to be honored are former 
Headmaster of the school, Raymond German, and 
Members of Parliament in the parish, brothers Dean and 
Michael Peart. Another notable past student on the list is 
2008 Caribbean Secondary Education (CSEC), champion, 
Sherri-Ann Peckam, who earned 12 Distinctions in the 
examinations, and was awarded best overall performer. 
 
In the area of sports, Natoya Goule, who in 2009 piloted 
the school to two Championship titles at the Gibson 
Relays, will be recognized for her memorable effort at 
that meet. Entertainment for the event will be provided 
by Meritone, with proceeds going to the Manchester High 
School. 
 
Source: JIS Mandeville 
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Ardenne High School Class 66 -73  
ANNUAL REUNION CRUISE 

BYOP (BRING YOUR OWN POSSE) 

 
JULY 9 – 12, 2010 

FRIDAY - MONDAY 

 
Call  

1-866-721-3225 and speak to any agent (GROUP 
#78K2Z1)  

or  
Robert Powell's # 803-600-4517 

 
DEPOSIT $100.00 PER PERSON PER CABIN (fully refunded) 

Need to be done by 2/20/10 or price will be regular  
We have 30 cabins reserved so far 

 

BALANCE DUE 5/20/10 
You can go to Carnival.com and chose another cabin BUT please use the 

group number 78K2Z1 
 

SHIP 
CARNIVAL IMAGINATION  

MAILING ADDRESS:  
Carnival Cruise Line  

MSRV 406n 
P.O. Box 526170 

Miami, FL 33152-6170 
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SAVE THE DATE 
AUGUST 21, 2010 

MIRAMAR REGIONAL PARK 

“CALABAR/KC WAGGA HUNT SOCCER 

TOURNAMENT” 

 

More to Come!!!!   
Keep checking Calabar’s High School Alumni (Florida 

Chapter) website at www.cbarfla.org or write to 
sylquee@yahoo.com  

 

 

http://www.cbarfla.org/
mailto:sylquee@yahoo.com
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 Information for Alumni Associations in Florida 
 
1. Convent of Mercy Academy “ALPHA”    

Pat Lee     (President)  (305) 389-8605 
alphaflchapter@aol.com; frstflit19@gmail.com 
 

2. Ardenne Alumni Organization of Florida    
 Judith Lawson-Keane   (President)  (954) 483-0833 

Jkeane208@aol.com 
 
3. Calabar High School Alumni (Florida Chapter), Inc    

Michael Schloss   (President)  (754) 422-3307 
sylquee@yahoo.com; www.cbarfla.org 
 

4. Camperdown High School Past Students’ Association, Florida Chapter   
Michelle ChueSang Cooper   (President)  (954) 802-6590

 cdownpaststudent@yahoo.com; mchuesang@aol.com 
www.camperdownfl.org 

 
5. Campion College Alumni Association 

Toni Brice    (President)  (954) 804-4068 
bricetoni@yahoo.com; www.campionflorida.com 

 
6. CAST/UTECH Alumni Association – Florida Chapter 

Dr. Marilyn Morrison-Padilla  (President)  (954) 578-5858
 mluem@yahoo.com;  dr@morrisonsrx.com 
 
7. Clarendon College Alumni Association    

Bethany Powell    (President)  (786) 262-3404
 Bethpow06@aol.com 
 
8. Cornwall College Alumni Association of South Florida, Inc.   

Lance Gibbs    (President)  (754) 368-5532
 president@ccalumni-florida.com; http://www.ccalumni-florida.com 

 
9. DeCarteret College Alumni Assoc. of Florida, Inc  

Godfrey Comrie   (President)  (305) 305-8108 
G_Comrie@yahoo.com;  
 

10. Dinthill Technical High School Alumni Association  
Barry Nugent    (President)  (954) 552-6331

 Dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com; http://dinthillfloridaalumni.com/ 
 

11. Excelsior Alumni Association of Florida    
Corneld Lindo    (President)  (954) 309-4405 
Jahar4m@aol.com 
 

12. Garvey Maceo Alumni Association     
Claudette Salesman   (President)  (954) 647-4724 
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13. Glenmuir Alumni Association of South Florida    
Fitzroy Benjamin   (President)  (305) 588-0521

 fitzroy_atc@yahoo.com 
http://www.glenmuiralumni.com/ghs-associations/south-florida.html 
 

14. Green Island High Alumni Association of North America 
Dalvin Williams   (President)   (305) 431-1955 
gihana@greenislandalumni.com: www.greenislandalumni.com 
 

15. Holmwood Technical High School Alumni Association 
Hamlin Dalrio    (President)  (954) 484-9600 
Kenrio69@aol.com  

 
16. Immaculate Conception High School Alumnae Association    

Jennifer Hoyes    (President)  (561) 400-3400 
ICHSflalum@aol.com; www.ICHSalumnae.net 

 
17. Jamaica College Old Boys Association of Florida    

Ray Stephenson    (President)  (305) 505-3008 
Regs75@bellsouth.net, www.jcobafl.org     

 
18. Kingston College Old Boys Association 

fortis_florida@bellsouth.net; www.kcobafl.org   (954) 587-5257 
 

19. Knox South Florida Past Students       
Jean Clarage-Slosberg    (President)  
jslosberg@comcast.net; knoxmail@comcast.net 

 
20. Manchester Alumni Association, Florida Chapter  (786-260-3411)  

Janet Plummer-Brown   (President)  
manchesterhighschool@gmail.com 
 

21. Meadowbrook High School Alumni Association 
Paul McPherson   (President)  (954) 383-0321 
Hinfo@mhsalumniassoc.org; www.mhsalumniassoc.org 
 

22. MICO Alumni Association of South Florida   
Errol A. Evans    (President)  (954) 804-7200 
eevans5686@aol.com; www.miconians.com 

 
23. Montego Bay High School Alumnae South Florida  (754) 423-316 

Montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com 
 

24. Montego Bay High International Alumnae, Inc 
Karen Morris-Clarke   (President)  (561) 714-3441 
kam52004@bellsouth.net 
 

25. Mount Alvernia High School Alumnae Association 
Andrea Smellie-McIntosh  (President)    (954) 242-4830 
mahssf06@yahoo.com; www.mahsafl.com 
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26. Munro-Hampton Alumni Association     
L. Ashley Coke    (President)  (954) 423-3961 
lerac@bellsouth.net  
 

27. Northern Caribbean University Alumni Association (Central Florida Chapter) 
Vilma Campbell   (President) 
vdc@cfl.rr.com; http://www.ncucentralflorida.com 
 

28. Queen’s High School Alumni Association    
Natalie Chung     (President)  (954) 471-4744 
qhsflchapter@gmail.com; www.qhsafl.org 
 

29. Rusea’s Old Students Association, Florida Chapter    
Judith Hinds    (President)   
info@rosafl.org 

  
30. Sam Sharpe Teachers’ College 

Max Beckford    (President)  (954 478-9475 
Becksoma@yahoo.com    
 

31. St. Andrew High Old Girls Association 
Deirdre Benka-Coker    (President)  (954) 805-6796 
BENKACOKER@aol.com; www.sahsflorida.org 
 

32. St. Andrew Technical High Alumni Association 
David Jemison       (305) 687-1677

 dpjamie@comcast.net 
 
33. St. Catherine High School Alumni Association (SE Chapter) 

Jasmine Barnes         (President)      (786) 252-6120 
jbarnes530@gmail.com; stcatherinehigh@yahoo.com 
 

34. St. Elizabeth Technical High School Alumni Association 
Dawn Bramwell   (President)  (941) 815-7223 
Dawnbramwell@bellsouth.net 

 
35. St. George's College Old Boys Association of Florida  

Dennis Barnett       (954) 347-1092 
dbsquare_2000@yahoo.com; www.stgcfl.com 

 
36. St. Hilda’s High School Alumni Association 

Claudette Nelson   (President)  (754) 422-0090 
Claudnelson2@yahoo.com 
  

37. St. Hugh’s Alumnae Association of South Florida  
Karen Lee Murphy   (President)  (954) 536-0016 
st_hughs_alumnae_association@yahoo.com  

 
38. St. Jago High School Alumni Association 

Elvin Williams    (President)  (954) 913-5044 
Williams_ela@yahoo.com 
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39. St. Mary’s High School South Florida Alumni Association 
 Maria Kong    (President)  (954) 249 7825 
 markon2@juno.com 

 
40. The Alumni Association of Titchfield High School 

Edith Walsh-March   (President)  (954) 240-3296 
taa@titchfieldhigh.com; http://www.titchfieldhigh.com 
 

41. Trench Town Comprehensive High School Alumni Association 
Rev. Dennis Grant   (President)  (954) 249-5073 
Grantsmin@aol.com 
 

42. UWI Alumni Association of Florida 
Margaret Barrett   (President)   (954) 485-0444 
Margaret@jnbs.com 
 

43. Vere Technical Alumni Association 
Carlton Robinson   (President)  (561) 793-8108 

 carobinson@vere-tech.com 
 

44. William Knibb Memorial High School Alumni Association 
Charmaine Shettleworth                          (President)  (561) 396-0447 
Knibb.william@gmail.com; http://www.williamknibbalumni.com 

 
45. Wolmer’s Alumni Association    

Kidson Barnes    (President)  (954) 742-0550 
kidson@ayninsurance.com; http://www.wolmersouthfla.org  
 
 

 
To put advertise your events in the newsletter or to correct 

information about your association, please contact the editors   
 

   Rupert Rhodd (rqecon@hotmail.com) 
& 

 Sandra Schrouder (sansch33@yahoo.com) 
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