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Government Committed to Engaging the Diaspora 
 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade, Senator Hon. Marlene Malahoo 
Forte, speaks to Jamaican nationals in South 
Florida at a Diaspora forum in May 2011 at the 
Lauderdale Lakes Cultural Centre. 
 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade, Senator Hon. Marlene 
Malahoo Forte, assured Jamaicans in 
South Florida of the Governmentôs 
continued commitment to engage the 
Diaspora in constructive and meaningful 
ways. She said that nationals overseas 

have made significant contribution to the countryôs development and commended them 
for their unwavering dedication and passion for their homeland. 

Senator Malahoo Forte was addressing a meeting at the Lauderdale Lakes Cultural and 
Educational Centre in Fort Lauderdale, where she outlined plans for next monthôs 
Diaspora Conference. The two-day event will convene on June 16 at the Sunset Jamaica 
Grande in Ocho Rios, St. Ann under the theme: óOne Nation: Jamaica and its Diaspora 
in Partnershipô. 

The State Minister said that while the conference agenda continues to be refined in 
consultation with the Diaspora, focus will be placed on collaborative ventures in which 
Jamaica and its Diaspora could partner to further develop programmes in health, 
education, national security, and trade and investment. She urged overseas nationals not 
to be distracted from the process of positive engagement ñas we work towards building a 
better Jamaica." 

The State Minister, who has responsibility for Diaspora matters, again dismissed claims of 
political interference in the appointment of the Diaspora Advisory Board. She stated that 
nationals will get the chance to elect the new board at the upcoming conference and the 
process ñwill be treated with integrity allowing for transparency and accountability." 
Encouraging nationals abroad to attend the event, Senator Malahoo Forte said it will also 
provide an opportunity for all Jamaicans to get involved in preparations to celebrate the 
countryôs 50

th
 anniversary Independence in August of 2012. 

Consul General to Miami, Sandra Grant Griffiths, echoed the call for Jamaicans to remain 
committed and engaged in the process of Jamaicaôs economic growth and development. 
Mrs. Grant Griffiths, who chaired the meeting, urged persons to remain in constant 
contact with the mission office in their respective overseas communities for updated 
information on the conference agenda. 

Jamaican Diaspora Foundation Advisory Board representative, Marlon Hill, moderated the 
question and answer session, which followed the presentation. Mayor of Lauderdale 
Lakes, Hon. Barrington Russell, also a Jamaican national, welcomed Mrs. Malahoo Forte 
to the city, which is home to a large population of Jamaican immigrants.  
 

CHERYL WYNTER, JIS NEWS (FLORIDA), FRIDAY, 20 MAY 2011 
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Holness Says Education Transformation Well Underway 
  
Minister of Education, Hon. Andrew Holness, speaking at the 
opening ceremony of the International Conference on Education 
for CARICOM Countries at the Hilton Rose Hall Resort and Spa in 
Montego Bay on Tuesday, has said that transformation of the 
education system is well underway, as the Government is 
convinced that a highly skilled, productive and committed citizenry 
is an imperative to national success. 

ñThe Government of Jamaica has decided that the quality of 
education must not be compromised, despite national economic 
challenges. So, while we have previously seen a trade-off 

between widening access and less focus on quality, the strategy of the Ministry of Education is to 
simultaneously pursue access and quality, at the same time,ò the Minister stated. He was delivering the 
main address at the official opening of the International Conference on Education for CARICOM 
countries, at the Hilton Rose Hall Resort and Spa in Montego Bay, Tuesday (May 24, 2011). The 
conference, staged by the Ministry of Education in partnership with the Foreign Ministry of Finland, is 
being held May 24 to 25 under the theme, ñPartners for Development: Sharing Good Practices in 

Educationò. 

The Education Minister observed that Jamaicaôs educational transformation is well underway, in an effort 
to create a culture of excellence and accountability throughout the system, from early childhood to the 
tertiary level and integrating the home and parents. He noted that a national parenting policy was tabled 
in Parliament two months ago, and his Ministry is awaiting legislation to establish the National Parenting 
Support Commission to execute the policy in parenting. ñWe believe that the Government has to strike up 
a strong partnership with parents, so that parents can support the schools and teachers in attaining the 
outcomes we all want,ò the minister said. He stated that there has to be a system of parallel 
reinforcement, that what is taught in the schools is reinforced in the homes. ñCurrently, it would appear 
that, in many cases, there is dissonance between the values and reinforcement in the homes and the 
values and reinforcement in our schools,ò he pointed out. 

Alluding to the Governmentôs goal of universal literacy, Mr. Holness said that all students, regardless of 
their stage of development, will be included in the process. ñWherever they are, we are going to program 
our education system to meet them and take them to where they can fulfill their God-given talents, 
whatever that talent is, and thatôs the commitment we make with the education system in Jamaica,ò he 

said. 

Finnish Ambassador to CARICOM, His Excellency Mikko Pyhala, said that the conference afforded a 
ówonderful opportunityô for CARICOM educators to interact, and share solutions and culturally appropriate 
approaches to teaching and learning. ñThere are so many persons, educators and the best qualified 
professionals from across the Caribbean participating in this conference. It a wonderful thing that this 
conference is taking place here, so please interact among yourselves, and with all of us, to ensure a 

successful conference,ò Mr. Pyhala urged. 

The two-day conference is designed to build on the outcomes of the UNESCO workshop on Education 
Support Strategy for OECS and Barbados, which was held in St. Lucia in December 2010. It also 
provides a forum for countries in the region to benefit from the experiences of Finland, and other highly 
successful education systems such as those of the Netherlands, Singapore and Canada. 

                                                           

 GLENIS ROSE, JIS REPORTER WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY 2011 

http://www.jis.gov.jm/news/100-education/27794-holness-says-education-transformation-well-underway
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PAST STUDENTS SUPPORT MT. ALVERNIA 
(Central Florida Chapter of Mt. Alvernia High School Alumni Association) 

By Chantel Dalley (Western Mirror), 23/04/2011 
 

Past student of Mt. Alvernia High, Sylvia Lindsay (left),performs a 
blood sugar test on current student, Marian Hall, at the recent two-day 
health fair in the schoolôs auditorium.  

The Central Florida Chapter of Past Students From the Mt. 
Alvernia High School, Montego Bay, in an effort to promote 

an awareness of simple health initiatives and increase personal 
health awareness through screening and education, staged the 
first ever two day health fair on the schoolôs campus from April 

14-15, 2011. 

 ñWe felt that this was a way we could interact with the students 
on a personal basis and we can also touch their lives in 
implementing and teaching them the basic care of their bodies, 

they need to have wellness, both mental and physical care, so that they can be better students and so that 

they can remain healthy,ò said Dawn Chin-Jones, President of the Central Florida Chapter. 

 The health fair kicked off on April 14, with a short ceremony in the Blessed Sacrament Cathedral and 
continued in the schoolôs auditorium where students were given blood pressure checks, blood sugar tests, 
vision tests and more.  A total of 20 volunteer past students representing the Central Florida chapter, many 
of whom travelled from Canada, United States, Kingston and Montego Bay gave of their time and effort  to 

provide mentorship for their óyounger sistersô and create a culture of wellness. 

ñYou need to create a balance, you are the custodian of your body, and balance is brought about by what 
you eat, your nutrition,ò stated Dr. Delroy Fray, guest speaker at the opening ceremony.  Dr. Fray also 
pointed out to the students the terrible effects of stress on the body and the importance of being stress free in 
order to live a healthy life. He noted that when they are stressed it affects the functioning of the bodyôs cells 

and they no longer function properly.  

The chapter also presented a portable defibrillator to the schoolôs principal and is also expected to donate a 
US$500 scholarship to a deserving 11th grade student. The next upcoming activity planned by the chapter 
will be their first inaugural dinner dance in Orlando, Florida. 
 

 

 

DINTHILL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Saturday, June 18, 2011 

5:00 PM  
 

Countyline Chiropractic Medical & Rehab Centers  
213-09 NW 2nd Avenue (441 - SR 7) Miami, Fl. 33169 

 

Call 954-673-4878 or email: dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com for more information 
 

mailto:dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com


 

 
Coalition Monthly ð June 2011                             4  

 

Westwood Past Students Launches Florida Chapter 
 
Former students of Westwood High School in Stewart Town, Trelawny, have now joined the ranks of alumni 
associations in South Florida, representing their alma maters in Jamaica through the recent launch of that chapter ï 
South Florida Westwood Old Girls Association (SFCWOGA). Through SFCWOGA, the initial team of twenty members 
will unite with other chapters already established in Jamaica, Atlanta and New York, around one common cause to 
support their alma mater which has a current enrolment of nearly 750 students at the historic Trelawny institution. 

 
President of the newly formed South Florida chapter, Melaine 
Thompson, said that following several meetings and an aggressive 
membership drive, the association was officially established earlier 
this month, with a traditional candle lighting ceremony cementing 
their relationship and bond as the embarked on a mission to assist in 
the development of their alma mater. The members have set their 
first goal to award two student scholarships for the upcoming school 
year 2011-2012.  Ms. Thompson also said that the ójippi jappa 
sistersô along with their sister chapters  in New York and Atlanta had 
now joined forces for shared objectives, primarily to promote a 
positive learning environment through development projects, 
mentoring and assistance to the Westwood family, past and present.  
 

Principal of the institution, Ms. Karen Francis, also a 1987 graduate 

of the 130 years old campus, said that 
the institution continued to be a trail 
blazer in its high academic achievements 
especially in the Sciences, Mathematics 
and English, according to data released 
by the Caribbean Secondary Education 
Council (CSWC).  Last year, the school 
maintained a first in the Caribbean, in the 
Sciences ï human and social biology, 
while they scored top achievers in 2009, 
in physics.  Earlier this year, even 
chemistry teacher, Mr. Orlando Gayle 
was the recipient of the Jamaica Public 

Service (JPSCO) teacher of the year award, by the Association of Science Teachers, 
Jamaica, for outstanding services in his profession. As testimony to the many awards, the 
school simultaneously earned top place winner in the National Science Fair Competition. 
The students have also earned medals from the Jamaica Cultural Development 
Commission (JCDC) in cultural programs including culinary arts, music and speech 
competition. 
 
As a demonstration of their schoolôs motto - ñOra Et Laboreò By prayer and by Work as we 
continue to labor onò - Ms. Francis commended the work of the alumni chapters for their 
continued support and assistance in the schoolôs development and modernization program 
which included long- and short-term objectives to improve infrastructure and facilities to 
enhance the learning and working environment.   
 
Jamaicaôs Consul General Sandra Grant Griffiths also lauded the efforts of the alumni 
associations in the overseas communities, as they continued to strengthen the bonds 
individually to their alma maters, and collectively within the Diaspora. According to the 
Consul General, the commitment and dedication of community associations within the 
Diaspora was crucial to preparing and improving our youth as the future of Jamaica. Also supporting the South Florida 
launch were Presidents of the sister chapters including Andrea Crossfield ï Jamaica; Ann Crawford - New York; and 
Beverley Vassell ï Atlanta. 
 

Cheryl Wynter (JIS News, Florida) 

WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŀƴŘǊŀ DǊŀƴǘ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎ 
(center) receiving a miniature doll, representing the 
Westwood student from President of the newly 
formed South Florida chapter of the Westwood Old 
Girls Association, Ms. Melaine Thompson, (second 
left ) at their recent launch at the Diamante Banquet 
Hall in Fort Lauderdale.  Sharing in the presentation 
ceremony are from extreme left Andrea Crossfield 
(President of the Jamaican alumnae chapter), Karen 
Francis (School Principal, fourth right), and Beverly 
Vassell, (President of the Atlanta Chapter, extreme 
right). 

 

Two former students 

(1956-1960) of the 
Westwood Girls High 
School in Trelawny, ójippi 
jappa sistersô Jean Watt 
and Sheila Douglas, share 
the spotlight at the recent 
launch of the newly 
formed South Florida 

chapter of the Westwood 
Old Girls Association 
(SFCWOGA) at the 
Diamante Banquet Hall in 

Fort Lauderdale.   
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Laurence Brown, MS, CPA 
L. Brown & Company, P.A. 

 
Certified Public Accountants & Business Consultants 

Experts in non-profit accounting 
 

The accountants for the job when you need to convert to a 501(c)3 status 
 

P. O. Box 1064 954-934-4132 
Deerfield Beach, Florida 33443-1064 Lbrown49@gmail.com  

Graduate of Excelsior High School and CAST/UTECH 
 

 
 

Alberto Fernandez, Ph.D  
Maxide Roson, LLC  

 

Specializing in  
 

ƍWeb site strategy formulation Web design consulting and implementation  
Web site management, marketing, and optimization Logo design or redesign 

Strategic graphic image consulting 
 

For more information visit us at  
http://www.maxideroson.com/ 

 

Or call us at 954-649-7556 

 

mailto:Lbrown49@gmail.com
http://www.maxideroson.com/
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