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Government Committed to Engaging the Diaspora

Florida at a Diaspora forum in MayaP@idl
Lauderdale Lakes CulCealre

| Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, Senator Hon. Marlene
¥ Malahoo Forte, assured Jamaicans in
South Florida of the Gover
| continued commitment to engage the
Diaspora in constructive and meaningful
ways. She said that nationals overseas
significant contribution to

mad e
for their unwavering dedication and passion for their homeland.

have

Senator Malahoo Forte was addressing a meeting at the Lauderdale Lakes Cultural and
Educational Centre i n Fort Lauderdal e, where she
Diaspora Conference. The two-day event will convene on June 16 at the Sunset Jamaica
Grande in OchoRi 0 s, St. Ann ©OnedNation: Jamaicatahdets Biaspoda
in Partnershipé.

The State Minister said that while the conference agenda continues to be refined in
consultation with the Diaspora, focus will be placed on collaborative ventures in which
Jamaica and its Diaspora could partner to further develop programmes in health,
education, national security, and trade and investment. She urged overseas nationals not
to be distracted from the process of positive engagement fas we wor k
better Jamaica."

The State Minister, who has responsibility for Diaspora matters, again dismissed claims of
political interference in the appointment of the Diaspora Advisory Board. She stated that
nationals will get the chance to elect the new board at the upcoming conference and the
process Awi || be treated with integrity
Encouraging nationals abroad to attend the event, Senator Malahoo Forte said it will also
provide an opportunity for all Jamaicans to get involved in preparations to celebrate the
count rthyarmiserséryoIndependence in August of 2012.

Consul General to Miami, Sandra Grant Griffiths, echoed the call for Jamaicans to remain

committed and engaged inthe proces s of Jamai cads economic
Mrs. Grant Griffiths, who chaired the meeting, urged persons to remain in constant

contact with the mission office in their respective overseas communities for updated

information on the conference agenda.

Jamaican Diaspora Foundation Advisory Board representative, Marlon Hill, moderated the
guestion and answer session, which followed the presentation. Mayor of Lauderdale
Lakes, Hon. Barrington Russell, also a Jamaican national, welcomed Mrs. Malahoo Forte
to the city, which is home to a large population of Jamaican immigrants.

CHERYL WYNTER, JIS NEWS (FLORIDA), FRIDAY, 20 MAY 2011
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Holness Says Education Transformation Well Underway

Minister of Education, Hon. Andrew Holness, speaking at the
opening ceremony of the International Conference on Education
for CARICOM Countries at the Hilton Rose Hall Resort and Spa in
Montego Bay on Tuesday, has said that transformation of the
education system is well underway, as the Government is
convinced that a highly skilled, productive and committed citizenry
is an imperative to national success.

]
\\ﬁThe Government of Jamaica has d¢
L.\ education must not be compromised, despite national economic
challenges. So, while we have previously seen a trade-off
between widening access and less focus on quality, the strategy of the Ministry of Education is to
simultaneously pursue access and quality, at the sa
main address at the official opening of the International Conference on Education for CARICOM
countries, at the Hilton Rose Hall Resort and Spa in Montego Bay, Tuesday (May 24, 2011). The
conference, staged by the Ministry of Education in partnership with the Foreign Ministry of Finland, is
being held May 24t o 25 under the theme, APartners for Dev
Educationo.

The Education Minister observed that Jamaicabds educ
to create a culture of excellence and accountability throughout the system, from early childhood to the
tertiary level and integrating the home and parents. He noted that a national parenting policy was tabled
in Parliament two months ago, and his Ministry is awaiting legislation to establish the National Parenting

Support Commi ssion to execute the policy in parentin
a strong partnership with parents, so that parents can support the schools and teachers in attaining the

out comes we al | want , 0 ¢dhteat therenhasstb e a systamdof patdiel st a-
reinforcement, t hat wha't is taught in the school s i
that, in many cases, there is dissonance between the values and reinforcement in the homes and the
valuesand reinforcement in our schools, 0 he pointed ou
Al luding to the Gover nment 6Holnegsosaid thabdll studants, regarddessiof | i t e
their stage of development, wild/l be incl udepgogranm t he
our education system to meet them and take them to where they can fulfill their God-given talents,
whatever t hat tal ent i s, and thatoés the commitment
said.

Finnish Ambassador to CARICOM, His Excellency Mikko Pyhala, said that the conference afforded a
6wonderful opportunityd for CARI COM educators to in
approaches to teaching and | earning. AiThere ade so
professionals from across the Caribbean participating in this conference. It a wonderful thing that this
conference is taking place here, so please interact among yourselves, and with all of us, to ensure a
successful conference, 06 Mr. Pyhala urged.

The two-day conference is designed to build on the outcomes of the UNESCO workshop on Education
Support Strategy for OECS and Barbados, which was held in St. Lucia in December 2010. It also
provides a forum for countries in the region to benefit from the experiences of Finland, and other highly
successful education systems such as those of the Netherlands, Singapore and Canada.

GLENIS ROSE, JIS REPORTER WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY 2011
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PAST STUDENTS SUPPORT MT. ALVERNIA

(Central Florida Chapter of Mt. Alvernia High School Alumni Association)
By Chantel Dalley (Western Mirror), 23/04/2011

Past student of Mt. Alvernia High, Sylvia Lindsay (left),performs a
blood sugar test on current student, Marian Hall, at the recent two-day
health fair in the school ds auditor

The Central Florida Chapter of Past Students From the Mt.
Alvernia High School, Montego Bay, in an effort to promote

an awareness of simple health initiatives and increase personal

health awareness through screening and education, staged the
first ever two day health fair ¢
14-15, 2011.

iwWe felt t hat etooldisterastavih the stwdents w
‘;/ on a personal basis and we can also touch their lives in

implementing and teaching them the basic care of their bodies,
they need to have wellness, both mental and physical care, so that they can be better students and so that
they can remai n h e aJoneb PresidensoathedCenDa anida Clapter.

The health fair kicked off on April 14, with a short ceremony in the Blessed Sacrament Cathedral and
continued in the school 6s aiwedbldodpressurenchecksebloed swardedie nt s
vision tests and more. A total of 20 volunteer past students representing the Central Florida chapter, many
of whom travelled from Canada, United States, Kingston and Montego Bay gave of their time and effort to
provide mentorship for their o6éyounger sistersd and c

AfiYou need to create a balance, you are the custodia
you eat, your nutrition, 0 st at thel opdding cer@mony.r DryFraf alsoy , (
pointed out to the students the terrible effects of stress on the body and the importance of being stress free in

order to live a healthy life. He noted that when they are stressed it affects the functioning of the bodyd s c e |l |
and they no longer function properly.

The chapter also presented a portable defibrillator
US$500 scholarship to a deserving 11th grade student. The next upcoming activity planned by the chapter
will be their first inaugural dinner dance in Orlando, Florida.

DINTHILL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

SRR, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FERE,
Saturday, June 18, 2011
500 PM Florida Chapter

Flotida Chapter

Countyline Chiropractic Medical & Rehab Centers
213-09 NW 2nd Avenue (441 - SR 7) Miami, Fl. 33169

Call 954-673-4878 or email: dths dinthill of florida@hotmail.com for more information
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Westwood Past Students Launches Florid

a Chapter

Former students of Westwood High School in Stewart Town, Trelawny, have now joined the ranks of alumni

associations in South Florida, representing their alma maters in Jamaica through the recent
South Florida Westwood Old Girls Association (SFCWOGA). Through SFCWOGA, the initial
will unite with other chapters already established in Jamaica, Atlanta and New York, aroun
support their alma mater which has a current enrolment of nearly 750 students at the historic T

this month, with a traditional candle light
the development of their alma mater. The

year 2011-201 2. Ms .
sisterso6 along with
now joined forces for shared objectives,
positive learning environment through
mentoring and assistance to the Westwood

WE Yl AOFQa [ 2yad# DSy SN
(center) receiving a miniature doll, representing th
Westwood student from Presidentf dhe newly
formed South Florida chapter of the Westwood O
Girls Association, Ms. Melaine Thompson, (seco
left ) at their recent launch at the Diamante Banque
Hall in Fort Lauderdale. Sharing in the presentatic
ceremony are from extreme left André&zrossfield
(President of the Jamaican alumnae chapter), Kar
Francis (School Principal, fourth right), and Beve
Vassell, (President of the Atlanta Chapter, extren
right).

of the 130 years old campus, said that
the institution continued to be a trail
blazer in its high academic achievements
especially in the Sciences, Mathematics
and English, according to data released
by the Caribbean Secondary Education
Council (CSWC). Last year, the school
maintained a first in the Caribbean, in the
Sciences i human and social biology,
while they scored top achievers in 2009,
in physics.  Earlier this year, even
chemistry teacher, Mr. Orlando Gayle
was the recipient of the Jamaica Public
Service (JPSCO) teacher of the year award, by the Association of Science Teachers,
Jamaica, for outstanding services in his profession. As testimony to the many awards, the

President of the newly formed South Florida chapter,
Thompson, said that following several meetings and an aggressive
membership drive, the association was officially established earlier

launch of that chapter i
team of twenty members
d one common cause to
relawny institution.

Melaine

ing ceremony cementing

their relationship and bond as the embarked on a mission to assist in

members have set their

first goal to award two student scholarships for the upcoming school
Thompson

al
their si
primarily to promote a
development projects,
family, past and present.

SO

Principal of the institution, Ms. Karen Francis, also a 1987 graduate

school simultaneously earned top place winner in the National Science Fair Competition.
The students have also earned medals from the Jamaica Cultural Development
Commission (JCDC) in cultural programs including culinary arts, music and speech
competition.

As a demonstration efiOrtahektr Isathoand by BBriesivde a
conti nue t-oMs.lFeificie commended the work of the alumni chapters for their
continued support and assistance i n tphograms

which included long- and short-term objectives to improve infrastructure and facilities to
enhance the learning and working environment.

Jamaicads Consul Gener al Sandra Grant Gr i
associations in the overseas communities, as they continued to strengthen the bonds
individually to their alma maters, and collectively within the Diaspora. According to the

former

Two students
(19561960) of  the
Westwood  Girls  High
School in Tr
jappa sister
D Y a®dr'Sheila Douglas, share
the spotlight at the recent
c Hagneh| 6f s thed @ewle
formed ®uth Florida
chapter of the Westwood
Old Girls Association

(Sahand g bl 7

Fort Lauderdale.

Consul General, the commitment and dedication of community associations within the

Diaspora was crucial to preparing and improving our youth as the future of Jamaica. Also supporting the South Florida
launch were Presidents of the sister chapters including Andrea Crossfield i Jamaica; Ann Crawford - New York; and

Beverley Vassell i Atlanta.

Cheryl Wynter (JIS News, Florida)
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Laurence Brown, MS, CPA

L. Brown & Company, P.A.

Certified Public Accountants & Business Consultants
Experts in ngoroft accounting

The accountants for the job when you need to convert to a 501(c)3 status

P. O. Box 1064 9344132
Deerfield Beach, Florida 3Bd@&.brown49@agmail.com

Graduate &ixcelsior High School and/ GASTH
e ——— ]
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at the warehouse
3500 NW 15 Street
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CORNWALL
COLLEGE

Alumni Assoclation of South Florida

SUNDAY .
23 |

JUNE 26,

12:00 - B'OOP
AT MIRAMAR REGIONAL
16801 MIRAMAR PARKWAY . ;

$10.00 B
Dinner and a DN»" -
$1.50 ’

Ao sion 2o Pals 120 " '
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CAST/UTECH Alumni of South Florida

Under The patronage of Prof., The Hon. Dr Errol Morrison O.J
Inviles

You lo A Summere r///ﬂ/ )
T ‘!;j"%&‘j Z:
Vs

The Clubhouse
of
Stonebrook

Estates

,{i] 2991 Stonebrook
/" Drive

A Davie, Florida
ol 33330

%, June 26th 2011

at
; FE i 11:45am
PR - 2 & .

EVVENT < m

$35.00 per person ‘K' g o

- #

MUSIC by EMPRESS g )

Raffle and Prizes

For The Most Attractive U
Gentleman and Lady’s Hat. ("m:l::fril’;::""""f

For Ticket and additional information contact:
Morrison’s RX Inc. (954) 5785858 or,
Watson & Company (305) 653-8865

This is a 501(c)(3) Organization and your contribution is tax deductible. Funds raised will go towards
student scholarship(s) at the CAST/UTECH institution.
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Steve Higgins & Friends in association with StOOSH Prnﬂlll‘.'T 1ONS ami Partners for Youth Foundation
present L

-
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" The. Umverslty Singers

%anrmrf +m Marlev

.

g" ' r

% acs.‘
ALALLAARAAN Qe

UNDER THE DISTINGUISHED PATRONAGE OF THE CONSUL GENERAL OF JAMAICA
THE HONOURABLE SANDRA GRANT-GRIFFITHS.

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
July 14" @ 7:00 pm July 15" @ 7:00 pm = July 16" @ 7:00 pm | July 17" @ 5:00 p.m.
Wertheim Performing Arts Cntr Coral Springs Broward Center Broward Center
(F.LU South Campus) Center for the Arts for the Performing Arts | for the Performing Arts
10910 SW 17 Street 2855 Coral Springs Drive Amaturo Theatre Amaturo Theatre
Miami, FL 33199 Coral Springs, FL 33065 201 SW 5" Avenue 201 SW 5" Avenue

TICKETS: 954_424_0959 Box Office: 954.344.5999 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
or 30'5_21 8-8492 A PFM Managed Facility Tickets available at the Tickets available at the
www.coralspringscenterforthearts.com ~ Broward Center Box Office Broward Center Box Office

www.stooshproduchons.com 954.462.0222 « www.browardcenter.org = 954.462.0222 « www.browardcenter.org

ADMISSION: All Seats Reserved - $35.00 * $50.00 VIP
$70.00 VIP Cocktail Gala + Saturday July 16" 5:30pm - 6:30pm

>
@ The University Singers

o
LL TETTTTTeeTeete. Nty

L Tr——————

The internationally acclaimed University Singers is a distinguished, exciting, captivating and sought-after choral group, widely noted for it
versatility, performing classical, American Negro Spirituals, Jazz, Folk, Gospel, Reggae and other varied musical genres.

This leading Caribbean choral group has toured extensively, performing in The United Kingdom, Germany, the USA, Canada and the Caribbean.
By invitation, they performed for notable leaders including former South African President Nelson Mandela and Queen Elizabeth I1.

From Mozart to Marley or Beethoven to Buju, this is their first performance in South Florida.
YOU REALLY CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS IT!

Sam W.IL. Grocery De Jamaican Shop Jamaican Groceries & Spices
3130 S University Drive * 954.436.1384 4200 NW 21 St » 954.581.3990 9587 SW 160th Street « 305.252.1197
Nutrition Ocean Reggae "N" Things Jam Rock Cuisine

12594 Pines Blvd * 954.433.0408 7843 W. Sample Road * 954.255.3280 2618 Kendall Dr * 305.598.7625

Aunt I's Restaurant Golden Krust Jamaica Kitchen
10111 Pines Blvd * Pembroke Pines, FL | 4120 NW 12th Street « Lauderhill FL 8736 SW 72nd Street » Miami FL
954 433 0223 954-584-3006 305-596-2585

TICKET
OUTLETS

F R BRoOWARD CENTER
1 Architecture | ] Ko THE UNIVERSITY
<A AWA + The Arts ¥ OF THE WEST INDIES
‘x’y e B With Support from the % AT MONA,JAMAICA
Broward Center's Arts Access Program Lf

SPONSORS
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THE WAREHOUSE R |
3500 NW 15TH ST, LAUDERHILL ‘FL . g

* ‘-I...‘.
il

4 \aidt -

INFO: (888) WOLMERS &
E-MAIL: SUMMIT@WOLMERS.INFO &;p &
TP

ALt

WWW.WOLMERSOUTHFLA.ORG/SUMMIT
PROCEEDS ARE FOR THE BENEFIT OF WOLMER'S SCHOOLS"
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_,J_L@@ﬂ OLS UNIFORM R’U\Y/

Al proceeds will go toward the Auditorium Fand

* Remember wear yulh Uniform & represent yulh school™

Marymoeunt High Schoel S. Fl Alumnae
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